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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1933. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Llanelly. 

# 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1938  on  the 
Health  Administration  of  the  Borough. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  W.  POLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall,  Llanelly, 
June,  1934. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 
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L.D.S.,  B.C.S.  (Edin.). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods : 
*tR.  EVANS,  M.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors : 

*1.  R.  REES,  C.R.S.I. 

*|J.  E.  MAR, ICS,  C.R.S.I. 

Health  Visitors : 

*J§aM.  C.  JONES. 

*+§a6G.  GREENE, 

*1  §ahG.  M.  ROBERTS. 

Chief  Clerk  : 

M.  E.  SMITH. 

Clerk : 

W.  J.  SYMMONS. 

Sanitary  Inspectors’  Helper: 

G.  I.  REES. 

Matron,  Borough  Isolation  Hospital : 

J KATHLEEN  GRIFFITHS. 

Veterinary  Inspector: 

J.  C.  HILL,  M.R.C.V.S. 

* Salary  Contribution  by  Exchequer, 
t Certified  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspector, 
t Fully  Trained  Nurse  (State  Eegistered). 

§ Certificate  Central  Midwives  Board. 
a Also  School  Nurse. 
b Health  Visitors’  Certificate. 
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SUMMARY. 


STATISTICS!  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS,  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,069 

Population,  1933  (Estimated — Registrar-General)  ...  38,100 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books 

(end  of  1933)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,429 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £158,824 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £597 


Social  Hygiene. — A special  film  of  the  British  Social  Hygiene 
Council  was  shown  for  a week  at  one  of  the  Cinemas  in  the  town. 
Before  the  exhibition  of  this  film — “ Damaged  Lives  ” — per- 
mission to  show  it  to  the  public  was  obtained  from  the  Licensing 
Justices. 

Social  Conditions. — Reference  was  made  to  social  conditions  in 
my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1930.  Since  that  date  a great 
deal  of  unemployment  has  prevailed,  but  during  the  past  twelve 
months  this  has  shown  a decrease  and  more  workers  are  now 
employed.  In  an  endeavour  to  give  useful  employment  to  those 
who  are  out  of  work  a Social  Centre  was  established  during  the 
year  with  considerable  benefit  to  those  for  whom  the  scheme  was 
initiated. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  VITAL 
STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR, 


Total. 

M. 

Live  J Legitimate  .., 

. 515 

281 

Births  | Illegitimate... 

14 

10 

Still  Births  ... 

26 

17 

Deaths 

445 

241 

234  f Birth  Rate 
4 \ 13.88  per  1,000. 

f 46.84  per  1,000 
' | total  births. 


f Death  Rate, 
204  \ 11.67  per  1,000. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar-General’s  Short  List):  — 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live 

Deaths.  & still)  births. 

No.  29. — Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  2 ...  3.60 

No.  30. — Other  puerperal  causes  ...  3 ...  5.40 


Total 


5 


9.00 


5 


Death  liate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  •••  66.10 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  64.07 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births...  142.85 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ...  2 

, , , , Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  4 


No  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  have  been  specially  note- 
worthy during  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  influenza,  which 
was  very  prevalent  in  the  early  months  of  1933,  and  measles  which 
was  epidemic  in  autumn  and  winter.  The  chief  means  of 
estimating  whether  unemployment  has  exercised  any  ill-effect  on 
the  general  population  is  best  ascertained  by  the  medical  inspec- 
tion of  children  in  the  schools.  The  examination  of  school 
children,  although  revealing  a small  increase  in  malnutrition, 
does  not  show  that  they  have  been  materially  affected. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — The  Llanelly  and  District  Nursing 
Association  undertake  general  nursing,  but  only  in  the  case'  of 
subscribers.  The  home  nursing  of  infectious  disease  is  not 
undertaken.  This  Association  works  independently  of  the  Local 
Authority.  The  Goring  Road  Nursing  Home  has  accommodation 
for  medical,  surgical,  and  maternity  patients.  The  Nursing 
Homes  Registration  Act,  1927,  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 

Midwives. — Midwives  intending  to  practise  in  the  County, 
including'  those  practising  in  the  Borough,  are  required  to  notify 
their  intention  of  doing  so  to  the  County  Council,  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives  Acts.  The  midwives 
who  practise  in  the  Borough  are  not  required  to  state  that  their 
practice  is  solely  confined  to,  or  is  chiefly  in  the  Borough. 
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An  examination  of  the  notifications  received  shows  that  in  the 
year  1933,  17  of  the  midwives  resided  in  the  Borough  and  two 
resided  in  the  Llanelly  Rural  District.  Notifications  w'ere  also 
received  from  institutions  in  the  town — General  Hospital,  Poor 
Lawr  Institution,  and  the  Goring  Road  Nursing  Home. 

All  the  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough  hold  the  certificate 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

The  position  in  regard  to  midwives  is  set  out  in  tabular  form  : — 

Midwives  resident  in,  and  practising  in  the  Borough  ...  17 

Midvdves  not  resident  in,  but  practising  in  the  Borough...  2 
Midwivea  (or  Maternity  Nurses)  in  the  three  Institutions  6 

Total  ...  ...  ...  25 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name 

Situation 

Nature  of 
Accommo- 
dation 

By  whom  provided 

Llanelly  M.  & C.W. 

Health  Dept.,  Old 
Town  Hall 

4 room  s ) 

Town  Council 
and 

School  Clinic 

Do. 

4 rooms  ) 

Education  Committee 

Orthopaedic 

Centre 

Do. 

4 rooms 

Education  Committee 

Dental  Clinic 

Do. 

2 rooms 

Education  Committee 

Eye  Clinic 

Do. 

2 rooms 

Education  Committee 

Tuberculosis  Insti- 
tute 

Greenfield  Villas 

Welsh  National 
Memorial  Associa- 
tion. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — The  terms  of  the  Agreement  entered 
into  with  the  Priory  for  Wales  (St.  John’s)  in  December,  1924, 
for  the  transport  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  of  persons  living  in  the 
Borough,  suffering  from  infectious  diseases,  w^ere  modified  in  1933. 
and  the  annual  contribution  paid  to  the  Priory  was  increased  to 
£30.  Free  garage  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Corporation 
for  the  ambulance  car. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  Hospital  consists  of  two  ward  blocks 
with  accommodation  for  23  patients. 

One  block  has  accommodation  for  13  patients  in  two  six-bed 
wards,  and  an  observation  ward.  This  block  was  contructed  in 
1902  of  wood  and  iron.  Each  of  the  two  main  wards  is  divided 
into  six  semi-cubicles  by  partitions  of  wood  and  glass.  They  are 
heated  by  slow'  combustion  stoves. 
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The  other  ward  block,  constructed  about  seven  years  ago — wood 
and  asbestos— contains  nine  cubicle  wards— eight  single-bed 
wards,  and  one  two-bed  ward. 

Other  buildings  are  a block  housing  the  laundry,  disinfecting 
chamber,  and  the  mortuary;  discharge  block;  nurses’  and  maids’ 
quarters,  and  kitchen;  and  drying  shed. 

Laboratory  Work. — The  Laboratory  of  the  Health  Department 
is  principally  used  for  the  examination  of  swabs  for  the  presence 
of  the  diphtheria  bacillus.  The  following  is  a statement  of  the 
work  done: — 


Year. 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

192S 

Diphtheria  swabs  ex- 
amined 

1735 

2064 

385 

551 

810 

252 

Sputum  examined  for 
T.B. 

1 

1 

10 

Special  examinations  of  milk,  food,  and  water  are  made  by 
Dr.  A.  F.  Sladden,  Beck  Laboratory,-  Swansea,  and  Mr. 
Clarence  Seyler,  Swansea  (principally  water  analysis).  On  page 
31  will  be  found  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  analyses  of  milk 
made  by  Dr.  Sladden. 

Antitoxins. — Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  issued  free  of  charge  to 
doctors  practising  in  the  Borough  for  the  treatment  of  persons 
unable  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  antitoxin. 

The  numbers  of  units  used  during  the  last  six  years  were: — 


1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

3,608,000 

3,344,000 

1, OSS, 000 

744,000 

1,024,000 

776,000 

The  antitoxin  is  supplied  in  capsules  containing  8,000  units  of 
concentrated  antitoxin.  1,648,000  units  were  issued  to  medical 
men  for  the  treatment  of  persons  unable  to  pay  the  cost  of  the 
antitoxin,  and  1,960', 000  units  were  supplied  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  patients  there.  During  the  year 
antitoxins  for  the  treatment  of  scarlet  fever,  puerperal  fever, 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and  erysipelas,  have  been  issued  to 
doctors  practising  in  the  borough.  The  scarlet  fever  antitoxin  has 
also  been  used  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
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List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  relating  to  the 
Public  Health  in  force  in  the  Borough,  with  the  Date  of  Adoption. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  Supplemental  Act,  1850  (No.  3)  confirm- 
ing a Provisional  Order  of  the  General  Board  of  Health, 
dated  31st  July,  1830,  constituting  a Local  Board  of  Health 
for  the  District. 

Llanelly  (Local  Board)  Waterworks  Act,  1865  (excluding  Sections 
23  and  33). 

Llanelly  Local  Board  Act,  1888,  Parts  I.  II.,  III.  (except  Section 
31);  IV.  (except  Sections  37,  38,  41  and  48);  Part  V.  (except 
Section  59);  Part  VI.  (except  Sections  68,  70,  88);  Part 
VIII.  (except  Section  118),  X.,  XI. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  (Section  4). 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  1,  3,  4 and  5). 
Llanelly  (Local  Board)  Waterworks  Act,  1891. 

The  Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Part  II.  (except 
Sections  19,  20,  25  and  26);  III.  (except  Section  43  and  49); 
IV.  (except  Section  56);  V.,  VI.,  VII.  (except  Sections  81, 
82,  86).  X. 

Llanelly  Waterworks  Act,  1909  (with  Bye-laws  thereunder) 
(excluding  Sections  21  and  66). 

The  Llanelly  Corporation  Water  Act,  1920. 

The  Llanelly  Order,  1924,  Waterworks. 

Ministry  of  Health,  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Act, 
1926,  Llanelly  Order — Provision  of  Ashbins. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Part  II.,  excluding  Sections  20  and  34), 
Part  III.  (excluding  Section  38),  Parts  IV.  and  V. 

Llanelly  Corporation  Act,  1929. 

The  following  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  and  were 

confirmed  in  the  year  mentioned : — 

(1) .  Markets^  (1931). 

(2) .  Slaughterhouses  (1922). 

(3) .  New  Streets  and  Buildings  (1926). 

(4) .  Common  Lodging  Houses  (1892). 

(5) .  Nuisances  (1892). 

(6) .  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  and  the  Removal 

of  Refuse,  etc.  (1892). 

(7) .  Trade  of  Soap  Boiler  (1931). 

(8) .  Trade  of  Tallow  Melter  (1931). 

(9) .  Trade  of  Leather  Dresser  (1931). 

(10) .  Trade  of  Tanner  (1931). 

(11) .  Trade  of  Fellmonger  (1931). 
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(12) .  Trade  of  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer  (1931). 

(13) .  Trade  of  Fish  Frier  (1931). 

(14) .  Good  Rule  and  Government  (1912). 

(15) .  Houses-'let-in-lodgings  (1926). 

HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1286 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  410 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  820 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  30 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  442 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  formal 

Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  .. . ...  ...  411 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

(a) - — Proceedings  under  sections  17.  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930 : 

((1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(b) .— Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  49 

12)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  sendee  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  28 

(h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 


10 


(c) - — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil. 

(d) .— Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act 

1930:  8 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Schools.  For  information  as  to  the  sanitary  and  other  con- 
ditions of  the  public  elementary  schools  see  page  80. 

VITAIj  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  borough  for  the  year  1933 
was  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  as  38,100,  a decrease  of 
316  on  the  Census  population  for  1931  (38,416),  and  of  350  as 
compared  with  the  Registrar- General’s  estimate  for  1932. 

The  natural  increase  of  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  was  84. 

Births. — 561  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  but  after 
making  allowance  for  transferable  births  the  Registrar- Genera  I 
gives  the  net  number  belonging  to  the  Borough  as  529,  equal  to  a 
birth  rate  of  13.88  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  the  lowest 
birth  rate  recorded  for  the  Borough.  In  1921  the  birth  rate  was 
24.9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  nearly  twice  that  of  1933.  The 
difference  per  1,000  between  the  birth  and  death  rates  of  1921  was 
13.9.  In  1933,  the  difference  was  2.8.  The  death  rates  since  1921 
have  remained  fairly  uniform,  so  that  the  birth  and  death  rates 
are  gradually  approximating  to  the  same  level. 

Illegitimate  births  numbered  14,  or  one  illegitimate  birth  to  every 
36  legitimate  births. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14.4  per  1.000. 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  Births  and  Birth  Rates  per  1,000 

population. 


1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1 

1929 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Llanelly 

529 

13.88 

561 

14.59 

565 

14.58 

599 

15.8 

605 

17.3 

England  and 
Wales 

— 

14.4 

— 

15.3 

— 

15.8 

— 

16.3 

— 

16.7 

Still  Births  numbered  26,  equal  to  a rate  of  O'. 68  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  was 
46.84. 

For  England  and  Wales  the  still  birth  rate  was  0.62  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  Still  Births  and  the  Still  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  population. 


1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Llanelly 

26 

0.68 

32 

0.83 

36 

0.92 

39 

1.03 

35 

0.92 

England  and 
Wales 

— 

0.62 

— 

0.63 

— 

0.67 

— 

0.69 

— 

0.68 

Deaths.  The  gross  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough 
was  490,  but  after  making  allowance  for  outward  and  inward 
transferable  deaths:  the  net  number  belonging  to  the  Borough  was 

a c^ea^1  rate  of  11.67  per  1.000  of  the  population.  Of 
the  445  deaths,  241  were  of  males,  and  204  of  females. 

. ?eath  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1933  was  12.3  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  and  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Population. 


Llanelly 

England  and 
Wales 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

No. 

445 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No.  | Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

11.67 

12.3 

451 

11.73 

12.0 

1 

482  i 12.45 
— ' 12.3 

440 

11.63 

11.4 

419 

1 1.07 
13.4 
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Inquests. — These  numbered  29. 

Uncertified  Deaths  numbered  2. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. — 91  deaths  occurred  in  public 
institutions,  including  the  Llanelly  Poor  Law  Institution  and  the 
Llanelly  General  Hospital. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 
NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS'. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  particulars  of  the  notifications 
during  1933,  as  well  as  for  the  four  preceding  years. 


1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

Births  registered  and  notified  

538 

565 

546 

584 

593 

Births  registered,  but  not  notified 

23 

24 

31 

28 

19 

Total  live  births 

561 

589 

577 

612 

612 

Still  Births  notified 

28 

39 

33 

38 

37 

Births  notified  by  Midwives 

579 

600 

510 

599 

583 

Births  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners 

11 

10 

22 

1 

12 

Births  notified  by  Parents 

— 

1 

28 

11 

3 

Infant  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  the 
age  of  twelve  months  was  35,  and  corresponds  to  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  66.16  per  1,000  live  births.  This  rate  is  higher 
than  that  for  1932 — 58.82.  14  deaths  occurred  in  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year.  In  the  first  three  quarters  the  numbers  of  deaths  were 
7,  6,  and  8.  The  lowest  recorded  infant  mortality  rate  was  that 
for  the  year  1930 — 46.74  per  1.000  live  births. 

All  infant  deaths  are  investigated  by  the  Health  Visitors,  and 
special  records  are  kept  of  these. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  64  per 
1,000  live  births. 

The  Table  on  page  14  shows  that  of  the  total  infant  deaths,  23 
were  of  male,  and  12  of  female  children.  Seventeen  deaths — 
practically  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  number — 13  male  and  4 female 
children — occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life.  Under  4 weeks  there 
were  18  deaths,  all  but  one  occurring  in  the  first  week. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  prematurity, — 17  deaths,  and 
respiratory  diseases — 4 deaths.  Nine  of  the  deaths  from  pre- 
maturity occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life. 
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Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age, 
and  the  Rates  of  Infant  Mortality. 


1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Llanellv 

35 

66.16 

33 

58.82 

42 

74.33 

28 

46.74 

39 

64.46 

England  and 
Wales 

— 

64.00 

— 

65.00 

— 

66.00 

— 

60.00 

— 

74.00 

14 


Table  showing  Infant  Mortality  by  Sex  and  Causes. 


Males. 

f 

Females. 

Total. 

U 8 

I)  rM 

Oh  -*-> 

S J3 
cvg 

a* 

cn 

J2P 

6 <D 

6 <L> 

rt  o 

<D  X 

U 4j 

6 cu 

ZP 

P 2 

fcP 

P 2 

£P 

P2 

All  Causes — 

Under  4 weeks 

14 

48.11 

4 

16.80 

18 

34.03 

4 weeks — 3 months 

3 

10.31 

5 

21.02 

8 

15.12 

3 months — 6 months  

2 

6.87 

2 

8.40 

4 

7.56 

6 ,,  9 

3 

10.31 

— 

— 

3 

5.67 

9 „ 12  „ 

1 

3.43 

1 

4.20 

2 

3.78 

Total  under  one  year 

23 

79.03 

12 

50.42 

35 

66.16 

Under  4 weeks — 

1st  week  

13 

44.67 

4 

16.80 

17 

32.13 

2nd  ,, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3rd  „ 

1 

3.43 

— 

— 

1 

1.88 

4th  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  under  four  weeks 

14 

48.11 

4 

16.80 

18 

34.03 

Under  one  week— 

1st  day 

3 

10.31 

1 

4.20 

4 

7.56 

2nd  ,, 

4 

13.75 

1 

4.20 

5 

9.45 

3rd  ,, 

3 

10.31 

1 

4.20 

4 

7.56 

4th  ,, 

1 

3.43 

— 

— 

1 

1.88 

5th  ,, 

1 

3.43 

— 

— 

1 

1.88 

6th  „ 
7th  „ 

1 

3.43 

1 

4.20 

2 

3.78 

Total  under  one  week 

13 

44.67 

4 

16.80 

17 

32.13 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

3.43 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1.88 

Miliary  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

1 

4.20 

1.88 

Convulsions 

1 

3 43 

— 

— 

1 

1.88 

Respiratory  Diseases 
Diarrhoea 

4 

2 

13.75 

6.87 

1 

4.20 

4 

3 

7.56 

5.67 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

6.87 

1 

4.20 

3 

5.67 

Prematurity,  Debility,  &c. 

10 

34.36 

7 

29.42 

17 

32.18 

3.78 

Difficult  Labour 

1 

3.43 

1 

4.20 

2 

Intra-cranial  Haemorrhage 

2 

6.87 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3.78 

1.88 

Jaundice  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

1 

4.20 

All  Causes 

23 

79.03 

12 

50.42 

35 

66.16 

Maternal  Mortality.— Five  m others  died  in  consequence  of  child 
birth,  giving  a rate  of  9.45  per  1,000  live  births,  or  9.00  per  1,000 
total  (live  and  still)  births. 
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Two  deaths  were  caused  by  sepsis — septic  abortion;  puerperal 
septictemia.  Of  the  other  three  deaths,  one  followed  operation  for 
retention  of  afterbirth,  and  two  were  due  to  eclampsia. 

The  maternal  death  rate  has  during  late  years  been  greater  than 
the  average  of  the  period  1921-30.  In  the  five-yearly  period  1921- 
25,  the  rate  was  2.78  per  1,000  live  births,  and  that  for  the  period 
1926-30  was  3.81.  The  maternal  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  4.42  per  1,000  live  births  in  1933. 

As  the  annual  number  of  births  has  shown  a steady  decline, 
while  the  number  of  maternal  deaths  has  either  increased  or 
remained  stationary,  the  tendency  has  been  for  the  maternal  death 
rate  to  show'  a gradual  rise,  this  rate  being  based  on  the  number  of 
deaths  per  1,000  live  births  (or  total  births  including  still  births). 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


The  following  table  relates  to  the  notifications  received  during 
the  year  1933: — 


Oph- 

thalmia 

Neona- 

torum 

Cases 

■ 

Vision 

Un- 

impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blind- 

ness 

Deaths 

Notified 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Mid  wives. — On  page  6 of  this  Report  will  be  found  the  number 
of  midwives  who  practised  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  notifications 
received  from  midwives  in  1933: — 


Borough  Midwives. 

1 midwife  notified 


1 

1 

1 

2 

2 


1 ? 

1 1 

mid  wives 
1 1 


1 midwife 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 i 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
) 1 
1 1 

mid  wives 


> 1 

I i 
1 1 
1 ? 
1 1 
i 1 
1 1 

I I 
1 1 
1 1 
> > 
J 1 


96  births 

and  2 still  births. 

82  ,, 

) ) 

1 , , , , 

62  „ 

) > 

2 , , , , 

41  „ 

) > 

4 j*  ii 

35  (each) 

> J 

1 (each),, 

34  ,, 

> > 

2 „ 

26  births 

2 still  ,, 

22  ,, 

i ) 

1 

21  „ 

) ) 

4 

j j j j 

4 

> ) 

> > J J 

3 „ 

) ) 

f J 11 

2 „ 

> ) 

j i 

2 

> J 

If  11 

1 each 

fi  1 i 

) » 


> 5 


> > M 


17  mid  wives 


501  births 


20 
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Ex-Borough  Midwives. 

1 midwife  notified  2 births  and  — still  birth. 


2 midwives  3 births  ,,  — still  births. 

Public  Institutions. 

6 maternity  nurses  notified  48  births  and  7 still  births. 

Doctors  and  parents  ,,  10  ,,  ,,  1 still  birth. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  under 
the  Midwives  Acts.  The  Town  Council  made  application  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  Section  62  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929,  to  be  made  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  for  the 
Borough,  but  this  was  not  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
only  duty  of  midwives  to  the  Town  Council  is  the  notification  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  births  occurring  in  their  practice. 

Dr.  Allen,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  reports  as  follows 
regarding  the  work  done  at  the  Antenatal  Centre  and  Infant 
Welfare  Centre  during  the  past  year: — 

Antenatal  Centre. — The  Centre  is  open  every  Tuesday  from  2.30 
until  5 p.m.  In  1933,  91  women  who  made  238  attendances,  were 
seen  at  the  Centre.  The  average  attendance  per  session  was  5. 

24  women  attended  the  Centre  once  only,  some  having  been  sent 
by  their  widwives  for  the  purpose  of  consultation,  or  for  extra 
nourishment,  some  attending  for  other  reasons  than  pregnancy — 
gynaecological,  etc.  The  remaining  67  who  made  214  attendances 
were  expectant  mothers,,  who  attended  the  Centre  during  preg- 
nancy. This  figure  is  lower  than  that  for  1932,  which  was  89,  and 
may  be  related  to  the  number  of  births,  which  has  been  steadily 
falling  over  a period  of  years,  and  in  1933  was  the  lowest  recorded 
for  the  Borough. 

Although  fewer  expectant  mothers  attended  the  Centre  in  1933 
than  in  1932,  it  is  encouraging  to  report  that  there  is  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  visits  per  woman.  In  1933  the  average  number 
of  visits  made  by  each  woman  was  three,  whereas  in  1932  the 
average  number  was  2.  While  this  slight  increase  in  the  number 
of  visits  made  by  each  expectant  mother  shows  that  the  Centre  is 
progressing  on  the  right  lines,  great  difficulty  is  still  found  in 
persuading  the  individual  woman  to  make  a sufficient  number  of 
attendances.  For  adequate  and  efficient  supervision  during  preg- 
nancy, 6 — 8 attendances  are  essential. 

The  chief  offender  in  this  respect  is  the  woman  who  has  already 
borne  one  child.  She  appears  to  think  that  her  experience  renders 
continued  supervision  unnecessary,  and  that  one  examination  a 
few  week#  before  the  confinement  is  all  that  is  requited.  She 
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accordingly  makes  one  visit  late  in  pregnancy  merely  for  assurance 
that  everything  is  all  right.  If,  as  sometimes  happens,  no  ab- 
normality is  present  at  the  time  of  examination,  she  then  awaits 
her  confinement  with  a false  sense  of  security.  This  view  is 
entirely  erroneous.  Practically  every  month  of  pregnancy  brings 
its  own  dangers,  and  a woman  requires  the  same  careful  super- 
vision in  subsequent  pregnancies  as  she  did  in  her  first. 

The  woman  who  is  pregnant  for  the  first  time  does  submit,  as  a 
rule,  to  supervision,  but  even  in  her  case  there  is  difficulty  in 
persuading  her  to  attend  sufficiently  often  for  proper  care. 

Difficulty  is  also  found  in  persuading  expectant  mothers  to 
attend  at  a sufficiently  early  stage  in  the  pregnancy.  In  this  case, 
the  woman  who  is  expecting  her  first  baby,  is  as  culpable  as  her 
sister  with  several  children.  For  the  woman  who  is  pregnant  for 
the  first  time,  an  eai*ly  examination  in  pregnancy  is  of  special  im- 
portance, and  defects  found  then  can  be  remedied  much  more 
easily  than  at  a later  stage  of  pregnancy. 

It  cannot  be  repeated  too  often  that  every  pregnant  woman 
should  have  an  antenatal  examination  between  the  4th  and  5th 
month  at  latest,,  and  continued  supervision  from  then  until  the 
confinement.  Until  every  woman  accepts  this  continued  super- 
vision as  a matter  of  course  and  because  she  finds  it  advantageous 
to  do  so,  she  will  never  make  full  use  of  such  facilities  as  are 
offered. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre. — This  Centre  is  open  every  Monday  and 
Wednesday  from  2.30  until  5 p.m.  The  Table  on  page  18  shows  the 
number  of  infants  who  attended  the  Centre,  and  the  total  number 
of  attendances  made.  The  Table  also  gives  the  number  of  visits 
made  by  Health  Visitors.  The  average  number  of  attendances  at 
each  session  was  49,  which  indicates  that  the  Centre  is  being 
utilized  to  its  fullest  capacity. 

Attendances  at  the  Centre  continue  to  be  satisfactory,  and 
mothers  appear  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  Centre  as  a means 
of  obtaining  advice  and  help  in  regard  to  their  infants.  It  is 
gratifying  to  report  that  the  feeding,  clothing,  and  general  care  of 
infants  are  improving,  and  the  mother  who  attends  the  Centre  is, 
as  a rule,  keen  and  enthusiastic  about  mothercraft.  That  no 
obvious  increase  in  rickets,  anaemia,  or  malnutrition  has  occurred 
Is  evidence  that  the  infant  is  not  allowed  to  suffer  from  the 
prevalent  unemployment. 

While  the  feeding  of  young  infants  is  generally  satisfactory,  that 
of  the  toddler  is  not  so  good.  If  a child  during  the  weaning  period, 
as  so  often  happens,  dislikes  milk,  the  mother  does  not  always 
exercise  the  patience  and  perseverance  necessary  to  overcome  this 
dislike.  This  also  applies  to  other  foods.  As  a result,  this  child 
later  becomes  the  too  familiar  school  child  who  dislikes  milk, 
butter,  eggs,  etc. 
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Toddlers  are  brought  to  the  Clinic  because  of  any  abnormality 
noticed  by  the  mother,  but  they  do  not,  generally,  make  routine 
visits.  It  is  true  that  the  toddler  does  not  require  such  frequent 
visits  as  the  infant,  but  every  normal  child  between  2 — 5 years 
should  be  seen  by  a doctor  once  in  two  or  three  months.  Many 
diseases  occur  during  this  period  of  childhood,  the  signs  of  which 
are  so  insidious  that  they  pass  unnoticed  by  the  parents,  but  if 
the  child  is  submitted  to  systematic  medical  inspection,  these 
signs  can  be  detected  and  appropriate  treatment  advised  which 
will  arrest  or  cure  the  condition. 

Issue  of  Milk. — Arrangements  exist  at  the  clinic  for  the  supply 
of  milk — dried  and  ordinary — to  expectant  mothers  and  infants. 
Before  the  issue  of  milk,  all  applications  are  investigated,  and  the 
issue — free  or  at  cost  price — is  governed  by  a scale  of  income 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  cost  of  milk  to  the  Borough 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1934:  — 

Dried  Milk : 

Payments 
Receipts 
Stock  in  hand 


Cost  to  Local  Authority 

Ordinary  Milk : 

Cost  to  Local  Authority  ...  64  14  8 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

538  7 8 

434  1 4 

59  10  8 

493  12  0 

44  15  8 


Infant  Welfare  Centre: — 

Infants : 

Number  of  new  cases 
Number  of  old  cases 
Total  number  of  attendances 

Children  over  1 year  old : 

Number 

Total  number  of  attendances 
Expectant  Mothers : 

Number 

Total  number  of  attendances 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors : — 

Infants : 

First  visits 
Subsequent  visits 
Total  visits  • • •> 

Children  over  1 year  old 


321 

1607 

3734 


275 

475 


91 

238 


502 

3304 

3806 

4610 
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Expectant  Mothers : 


First  Visits 

88 

Subsequent  visits 

112 

Total  visits 

200 

Milk : — 

Number  of  free  milk  tickets  issued 

..  783 

Dried  Milk : — 

Number  of  packets  sold  : 

Full  price 

...  4937 

Given  free 

710 

Total  packets  issued 

...  5647 

Health  Visitors. — Three  Health  Visitors  are  employed,  part  of 
whose  duties  is  concerned  with  School  Medical  Inspection.  Each 
Health  Visitor  is  responsible  for  the  work  in  one  of  the  wards  of 
the  town. 


Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932.— Sections  65  to  69 
inclusive,  replace  similar  provisions  contained  in  the  Children 
Act,  1908,  concerned  with  infant  life  protection.  The  age  up  till 
which  supervision  is  required  has  been  extended  from  seven  to 
nine  years.  The  Town  Council  appointed  the  Health  Visitors  to 
act  as  Visitors  under  the  Act. 


<<  as  03,1)1  he  ascertained,  the  number  of  children  who  are 

kept  for  reward  is  two,  and  the  home  circumstances  in  both 
cases  are  satisfactory. 

Certain  persons  are  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
may  keep  infants  “ for  reward.”  These  are  grandparents,  aunts, 
e c.  Institutions,  as  defined  in  the  Act,  are  also  exempt  from 
supervision. 


The  Ministry  of  Health  issued  Memo.  165a/M.C.W.,  containing 
a summary  of  the  law  on  the  subject,  and  each  of  the  Health 
Visitors  has  been  supplied  with  a copy. 

A copy  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Memo.  165/M. C.W.  was  given 
to  each  of  the  two  persons  on  the  register  for  their  information 
legal  ding  their  duties  under  the  Act. 

5 Orthopaedic  Treatment. — Reference  is  made  on  page  73  of  my 
Report  to  the  Education  Committee  in  regard  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Scheme  of  the  Carmarthenshire  Education  Committee.  The 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  co-operates  in  this  scheme 
so  far  as  children  below  school  age  are  concerned.  The  scheme  it 
should  be  pointed  out,  does  not  cover  children  who  receive  in- 
patient treatment  at  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff. 
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The  number  of  children  dealt  with  prior  to  the  inauguration  of 
the  County  Education  Scheme  was  12,  and  the  cost  of  treatment, 
including  the  provision  of  special  apparatus,  was  £152  11s.  Id. 

The  Table  on  page  21  shows  the  number  of  children  for  whom 
orthopaedic  treatment  was  obtained  and  their  present  condition. 

The  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Llanelly  Centre  in 
connection  with  the  new  scheme  of  after-care  was  8,  and  37 
attendance  were  made. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria. — 95  cases  were  notified  in  1933,  but  one  of  them 
was  re-diagnosed  tonsillitis,  and  the  notification  was  withdrawn. 
The  remaining  94  cases  gives  a rate  of  2.46  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  Two  deaths  occurred — 0.05  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  case  motality  was  2.1  per  cent. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 56  notifications  were  received,  but  one  was  later 
withdrawn.  The  remaining  55  cases  gives  a rate  of  1.44  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  The  illness  was  generally  very  mild  in  type.  One 
of  the  patients  after  admission  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  was 
found  not  to  be  suffering  from  scarlet  fever. 

Erysipelas. — Thirteen  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Three  cases  were  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  all 
recovered. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Five  cases  were  notified,  but  the  notification 
in  one  case  was  later  withdrawn.  Three  cases  were  admitted  into 
the  Isolation  Hospital.  Two  deaths  occurred  of  patients  who  were 
treated  at  home. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — One  case  was  notified;  recovered. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — There  were  two  deaths  from  this 
disease. 

Pneumonia. — 60  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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Analysis  of  the  Total  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  under 
the  following  Age  Groups. 


Disease. 

Under 
1 year 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4_ 

5- 

10- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65- 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

3 

4* 

4 

24 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56* 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

7 

6 

10 

50* 

15 

4 

— 

— 

— 

95* 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

5 

i 

13 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  : 

Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





2 

3* 





5 

Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

4 

4 

Pneumonia 

4 

5 

2 

2 

1 

5 

9 

9 

9 

9 

5 

60 

* One  case  re-diagnosed  and  notification  withdrawn. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1933  in  the  various  Wards. 


Disease 

Cases  notified 

Total 

Cases 
ad- 
mit- 
ted to 
Hos- 
pital 

Cases 

dis- 

char- 

ged 

from 

Hos- 

pital 

Total 

Deaths 

Ward 

1 

Ward 

2 

Ward 

3 

cases 

noti- 

fied 

Scarlet  Fever 

20* 

19 

17 

56* 

21* 

20* 

Diphtheria 

39 

25 

31* 

95* 

72* 

78* 

2 

Erysipelas 

4 

7 

2 

13 

3 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal : 
Fever 
Pyrexia 

3* 

1 

— 

2 

5* 

1 

3* 

3* 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

4 



4 

Pneumonia 

25 

22 

13 

60 

— 

— 

13' 

One  case  re-diagnosed  and  notification  withdrawn. 
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Table  showing  the  Admissions  into  Hospital  per  cent,  of  the 
Cases  Notified  (Borough  only). 


Disease. 

No.  of  cases 
notified. 

No.  of  cases 
admitted. 

Cases  admitted  per 
cent,  of  notifications. 

Scarlet  Fever 

56* 

21* 

37.50 

Diphtheria 

95* 

72* 

75.78 

Puerperal  Fever 

5* 

3* 

60.00 

Erysipelas 

13 

3 

23.07 

Cerebro-spinal  Mening- 
itis. 

1 

1 

100.00 

Tb.  Meningitis 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

Measles,  &c. 

6 

Total 

170 

108 

58.82 

* One  case  rediagnosed  and  notification  withdrawn. 


“ Sack  ” Disinfector. — The  “ Sack  ” disinfector  used  in  the 
town  Disinfecting  Station  continues  to  give  satisfaction.  The 
number  of  articles  disinfected  during  the  year  was  7,951,  including 
blankets  and  palliasses  from  the  School  Camp,  Pendine.  The  total 
amount  of  gas  used  during  the  year  for  the  generation  of  steam 
was  62,790  cubic  feet,  costing  £16  12s.  6d. 

The  “ Sack  ” disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  also  giving 
satisfaction.  The  apparatus  is  smaller  than  than  used  in  the  town 
Disinfecting  Station. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Table  on  page  26  shows  the  number  of  patients  who  were 
treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  19S3.  It  will  be  seen  that 
patients  suffering  from  a variety  of  diseases  were  admitted 
for  treatment.  This  is  made  possible  because  of  the  complete 
separation  of  patients  in  the  cubicle  block.  The  patients  admitted 
on  account  of  measles  came  from  the  General  Hospital,  where 
they  had  been  under  treatment  for  mastoid  disease,  etc.  They 
either  contracted  measles  in  the  General  Hospital  as  the  result  of 
infection  having  been  introduced,  or  had  been  incubating  the 
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disease  before  admission  into  that  Hospital.  Admissions  on  account 
of  scarlet  fever  have  only  taken  place  when  no  adequate  isolation 
was  possible  at  home.  In  ordinary  circumstances,  where  such 
isolation  can  be  provided,  there  is  no  good  reason  for  the  utilisation 
of  hospital  beds.  This  disease  is  generally  very  mild,  and  its  in- 
cidence and  death  rate  compare  favourably  with  measles,  for  which 
isolation  is  often  more  necessary,  especially  in  regard  to  treatment. 
Measles  is  often  complicated  with  either  acute  bronchitis  or 
broncho-pneumonia  necessitating  careful  treatment. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  from  other  county  districts  at 
the  request  or  with  the  sanction  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  was  44,  20  fewer  than  in  1932.  Six  of  these  were  either 
typhoid  or  paratyphoid  fever,  and  all  recovered. 

All  the  cases  of  erysipelas — three  out  of  five  from  the  Borough — 
were  given  anti-erysipelas  serum,  and  the  disease  was  treated 
locally  with  10  per  cent.  Ichthyol  in  Glycerine.  This  treatment 
was  apparently  successful  in  cutting  short  the  time  required  for 
recovery.  In  most  of  the  cases,  the  head  was  the  part  affected, 
and  the  stay  in  hospital  was  comparatively  short,  a fortnight  or 
less  in  each  case. 

In  the  treatment  of  diphtheria  with  symptoms  of  superadded 
streptococcal  infection,  the  injection  of  scarlet  fever  antitoxin  was 
apparently  distinctly  beneficial.  The  temperature  on  admission  of 
such  cases  was  much  higher  than  might  be  expected  in  uncom- 
plicated diphtheria,  but  generally  fell  very  markedly  to  a lower 
level  following  the  use  of  the  scarlet  fever  antitoxin. 

The  two  deaths  in  hospital  from  measles  were  due  to  unusual 
complications — abscess  behind  breast  bone ; and  acute  inflamma- 
tion of  the  eyes  and  surrounding  part  of  the  face. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Table  showing  Admissions  and  Discharges,  1933. 
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* One  case  rediagnosed  and  notification  withdrawn, 
f Case  admitted  from  School  Camp,  Pendine. 

§ Both  cases  admitted  for  observation  from  School  Camp,  Pendine. 


HEART  DISEASE. 


This  continues  to  be  the  principal  cause  of  death.  The  total 
'number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  heart  disease  was  102 — 49 
males  and  53  females — 2.6  per  1,000  or  22.9  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths.  The  table  (local  statistics)  on  page  00  shows  that  the 
majority  occurred  after  the  age  of  55. 

CANCER. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  1933  was  47.  The  death 
rate  from  cancer  was  1.2  per  1,000. 

The  table  (local  statistics)  shows  the  sites  of  the  cancer,  and 
the  age  periods  in  which  death  occurred , for  males  and  females, 
respectively. 

The  numbers  show  a slight  variation,  due  to  different  classifica- 
tion, from  those  of  the  Registrar-General. 


CANCER— SITES,  AGE-PERIODS,  AND  FOR  EACH  SEX. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

47  oases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1933 — 17 
males  and  30  females  (1.23  per  1,000),  and  30  deaths — 14  males 
and  16  females  (0.78  per  1,000)  were  recorded1. 

16  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified — 5 males 
and  9 females  (0.36  per  1,000)  and  4 deaths  were  caused — 2 males 
and  2 females  (0.10  per  1,000). 


Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary, 
Notified  during  1933,  and  the  Number  of  Deaths. 

(Local  Statistics). 


Age- 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deat 

hs 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-P 

ulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-  .... 

1-  .... 

2-  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5- 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

15- 

6 

12 

1 

1 

4 

5 

— 

1 

25-  .... 

3 

4 

— 

4 

3 

4 

— 

— 

35-  .... 

3 

7 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

45-  .... 

4 

3 

3 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

55- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 





65- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

17 

30 

5 

9 

14 

16 

2 

2 

Of  the  35  deaths  (Registrar-General)  from  tuberculosis,  6 deaths 
took  place  of  persons  who  had  not  been  previously  notified  as 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
there  is  any  wilful  neglect  to  notify.  The  omission  to  do  so  is 
generally  due  to  an  oversight. 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  the  total  tuber- 
culosis deaths  was  1 :5.8. 
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In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
quarterly  statements  are  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


The  following  is  a statement  showing  the  same  particulars  for 
the  year  1933:  — 


Males. 

Pern 

ales. 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1933. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on 
Register  at  commencement  of  year 

74 

34 

75 

33 

(b)  Number  of  cases  notified  under 
Regulations  of  1912  for  first  time 
during  the  year 

17 

5 

30 

9 

(c)  Cases  restored  to  register 

— 



— 

— 

( d ) Number  of  cases  removed  from 
Register  during  the  year 

13 

2 

15 

2 

( e ) Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register  at  end  of  year  .... 

78 

37 

90 

40 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925. 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Heart  disease 
Cancer 

Respiratory  diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis 


102  deaths;  2.6  per  1,000 


47 

„ L2 

34 

„ 0.8 

Tuberculosis : — 

Pulmonary — deaths,  31. 

Non-Pulmonary — deaths,  4 ...  35  ,,  0.9 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929.  (Section  46.) 

Review  of  County  Districts. — In  May,  1933,  a “ Consultation  ” 

was  held  in  Llanelly  when  the  views  of  all  the  authorities  concerned 
in  the  proposals  of  the  Llanelly  Borough  Council  were  laid  before 
the  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  who  were  present  at  the 
consultation.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a communication  was 
received  from  the  Minister  to  the  effect  that  although  he  con- 
sidered that  there  were  grounds  for  an  extension,  he  had  come  to 
the  conclusion,  after  taking  into  account  all  the  circumstances, 
including  the  probable  financial  consequences  of  the  extension, 
that  a sufficient  case  had  not  been  made  out  for  effecting  at  the 
present  time  the  extension  proposed. 
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MILK. 

Tlie  daily  farms  and  dairies  in  the  town  are  frequently  inspected 
by  the  sanitary  staff,  and  there  has  been  no  reason  for  any 
important  complaints  as  to  their  cleanliness. 

In  a large  majority  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examina- 
tions of  milk  samples  are  good  and  frequently  indicate  that  a high 
standard  is  maintained.  They  are  furnished  to  the  retailers  and 
producers  concerned,  and  copies  of  the  same  information  are  sent 
to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  districts  from  which  milk 
comes  into  the  town. 


The  chemical  examination  of  milk  samples  is  carried  out  in  the 
laboratory  of  the  Health  Department  by  means  of  the  Gerber 
apparatus.  Tire  results  obtained  by  this  method  closely  approxi- 
mate to  those  found  by  the  ordinary  methods  of  chemical  analysis. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Milk.— 60  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  including  12  samples 
of  Grade  A (T.T.)  milk  taken  from  a producer  retailer  licensed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  results  of  the  bacteriological 
examinations  of  these  are  shown  on  page  33.  The  results  of  the 
remaining  48  are  as  follows  : — • 


Bacteria 

per 

1 c.c.m. 

Not  exceeding  200 

a ii  500 

ii  ii  1,000 

" H 2,000 

" n 3,000 

" n 10,000 

a a 20,000 

" a 30,000 

a ii  100,000 

a ..  200,000 


Number 

of 

Samples 

0 
1 
0 
0 

. 4 

14 
1 
2 


22,  equal  to 
1 45.8  per  cent. 


8 113,  equal  to 
5 j 27.1  per  cent. 


. 35,  equal 
to 

72.9  per 
cent. 

S “ Grade  A ,y 
Standard 
(bacterial 
count.) 


500,000  6 \ 

1,000,000  3 

2,000,000  3 ► 

3,000,000  0 

3,000,000  ...  1 


Exceeding 


13,  equal  to 
27.1  per  cent. 
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Examination  of  the  same  samples  for  the  presence  of  the 
Bacillus  Coli  gave  the  following  results  : — 


Number  of  samples  free 
from  bacillus  coli 
Number  of  samples  with  B. 

coli  in  1 c.c.  only 
Number  of  samples  with  B. 

coli  in  1 c.c.  and  l/10th 

Number  of  samples  with  B. 
coli  in  1,  l/10th  and 
l/100th  c.c 

Total  number  of  samples 
examined 


\ 

32,  equal  to 

4 .. 

8.3  per  cent. 

66.7  per 
cent, 
within 

11 

22.9  per  cent. 

Grade  A 

17 

35.5  per  cent.  J 

standard. 

16 

33.3  per  cent. 

48 

Examinations  were  also  made  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle 
bacillus  in  milk  samples.  In  the  ordinary  course,  examinations 
•only  concern  new  supplies  coming  into  the  town.  Eleven  samples 
were  submitted  for  examination,  and  in  every  case  the  analyst 
reported  the  absence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  as  the  result  of  the 
guinea  pig  test. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Milk  (Gerber’s  Process). — The  total 

number  of  samples  examined  was  47,  and  the  following  results 
were  obtained : — 

Milk  fat,  3 per  cent,  and  over  ...  42 , equal  to  90  per  cent. 

,,  ,,  under  3 per  cent.  ...  5,  ,,  10  ,,  ,, 

Milk  solids  other  than  fat,  8.5  per 

cent,  and  over  ...  ...  31,  ,,  65  ,,  ,, 

It  may  be  pointed  that  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928,  legal  proceedings  may  be  instituted  against  any  person 
who  retails  milk  which  is  found  to  be  grossly  contaminated  with 
bacteria.  Milk  with  a high  degree  of  bacteriological  pollution  may 
be  the  cause  of  illness,  and  young  children  are  particularly  liable 
to  suffer  on  this  account.  The  appearance  of  milk  is  no  criterion 
of  its  bacteriological  purity  nor  is  the  absence  of  dirty  deposits  an 
indication  that  it  may  be  safely  consumed.  Milk  may  be  of  a 
highl  standard  in  regard  to  its  fat  content  and  yet  be  grossly  con- 
taminated with  bacteria.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  milk  with 
a high  degree  of  bacterial  pollution  is  likely  to  sour  very  much 
sooner  than  a milk  in  which  the  number  of  bacteria  is  kept  down 
to  a low  level.  This  can  be  assured  if  every  possible  precaution  is 
taken  from  the  time  of  its  production  at  the  farm  until  its 
delivery  to  the  consumer,  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  contaminating 
material.  In  this  connection  the  results  of  the  examination  of 
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milk  samples  of  one  producer  may  be  referred  to.  Twelve  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year.  The  highest  bacterial  count  was 
10,850  and  the  lowest  250.  The  Bacillus  Coli  was  only  found  once 
(in  1 /l(>th  c.c.in.). 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  Veterinary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  examination  of 
all  animals  and  carcases  in  the  slaughterhouse  and  for  passing 
them  as  fit  for  human  consumption,  while  inspection  of  meat  and 
other  kinds  of  food  in  the  public  market  and  shops  in  the  town  is 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Evans,  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Marks,  who-  is 
now  a qualified  Meat  Inspector,  visits  the  public  market  on  the 
two  chief  market  days  and  inspects  all  meat,  etc.,  exposed  for 
sale.  It  is  seldom  that  unsound  food  is  found,  but  when  this 
happens  the  owner  is  asked  to  surrender  the  food  for  destruction. 
Action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  which  concerns  the 
seizure  of  unsound  food,  is  very  seldom  required.  In  passing,  it 
can  be  said  that  the  quality  of  the  meat  exposed  for  sale  in 
Llanelly  is  of  a high  standard. 

The  Llanelly  Corporation  Act,  1929,  gives  the  Corporation 
power  to  make  byelaws  for  promoting  and  securing  sanitary  and 
cleanly  conditions  in  the  transport  of  food,  but  no  such  byelaws 
have  so  far  been  made.  Under  the  powers  given  in  this  Act, 
premises  which  are  used  or  proposed  to  be  used  for  the  prepara- 
tion or  manufacture  of  potted  meat,  etc.,  and  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream,  have  all  been  registered  with  the  exception  of  those 
which  come  within  the  province  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts.  Registration  must  be  renewed  every  year. 

I urther  information  regarding  the  inspection  of  foods  will  be 
found  in  the  Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  (page  53). 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 


This  Act  came  into  operation  on  January  1st,  1934. 

Section  1 of  the  Act  requires  that  animals  in  slaughter  houses 
and  knackers  yards  are  to  be  stunned  before  slaughter,  and  that 
the  stunning  shall  be  by  a mechanically  operated  instrument, 
u inch  is  defined  to  include  an  electrical  instrument.  Several  firms 
demonstrated  electrical  appliances  at  the  slaughter  house  for 
stunning  pigs;  one.  apparatus  was  eventually  chosen  and  has  been 
m use  since  the  beginning  of  the  year.  It,  has  proved  satisfactorv 
in  the  hands  of  those  using  if. 


Special  exemptions  are  provided  in  the 
slaughtering  of  animals  for  consumption 
tnedans. 


Act  with  regard  to  the 
by  Jews  and  Moha- 


34 


In  compliance  with  bection  3 of  the  Act,  22  licences  were 
granted  to  persons  over  the  age  of  18  years,  permitting  them  to 
slaughter  animals  in  the  slaughter  house. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1930. 

At  their  request,  a statement  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  giving  the  particulars  required  in  reference  to  Clearance 
and  Improvement  Areas,  and  Individual  Houses.  This  information 
was  given  under  the  comprehensive  heading,  “ Slum  Clearance.” 

In  a town  like  Llanelly,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  there  must  be 
a proportion  of  old  houses,  many  of  which  by  present  day  standards 
fall  below  ordinary  requirements,  and  cannot  be  put  into  a fit 
state  for  habitation  without  spending  more  money  than  they  are 
worth.  At  the  same  time,  it  would  not  be  true  to  describe  such 
houses,  or  groups  of  them,,  as  slums. 

The  use  of  the  word  ' ‘ slum  ’ in  speaking  of  unfit  houses  has 
led  to  a great  deal  of  misconception  as  to  what  meaning  should 
be  attached  to  it,  and  it  is  important  to  remember  that  although 
the  expression  “ unfit  for  human  habitation  ” is  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  Housing  Acts  and  is  defined  in  Section  62  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930,  there  nowhere  appears  in  the  Act  the  word 

slum.”  It  does  not  follow  because  twenty,  thirty  or  forty  houses 
are  grouped  together  that  they  are  therefore  slum  houses,  and  the 
group  a slum  area.  Every  one  of  the  houses  may  nevertheless  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  according  to  the  accepted  standards. 
The  town  of  Llanelly  contains  houses  built  when  the  population 
numbered  only  a few  thousands  and  housing  standards  were,  as 
compared  with  to-day’s  minimum  requirements,  extremely  low. 
Many  of  these  houses  should  certainly  be  replaced  by  others  of  a 
more  modern  type,  but  not  on  the  score  that  they  are  slum  houses, 
but  because  they  are  unfit  for  habitation.  They  lack  adequate  air 
space,  especially  in  the  bedrooms;  and  the  ordinary  amenities  are 
often  absent,  e.g.,  water  supply  in  the  house,  sinks,  food  cup- 
boards, ventilation,  etc.  The  fact  that  there  may  be  dampness  and 
disrepair  present  would  of  course  receive  consideration.  The 
meaning  ordinarily  attached  to  the  word  “ slum  is  a district 
comprising  houses  of  all  degrees  of  unfitness,  where  there  is  over- 
crowding of  the  worst  description,  where  ordinary  decency  is 
almost  non-existent,  and  where  crime,  vice,  dirt,  and  every  evil 
may  be  found. 

The  most  urgent  problem  in  Llanelly  is  not  slum  clearance,  but 
overcrowding.  Tt  is  quite  usual  to  find  two  families  in  a house  that 
has  only  sufficient  accommodation  for  one  of  them,  and  conditions 
gradually  become  worse,  as  one  or  other  or  both  of  the  families 
increase  in  number.  Quite  respectable  people  are  handicapped  in 
their  search  for  rooms  when  they  reveal  the  fact  that  they  hav<- 
children. 
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So  far  as  Llanelly  is  concerned,  whether  it  relates  to  unfit 
houses,  or  to  overcrowding,  the  problem  will  only  be  solved  by 
building  houses  in  accordance  with  a definite  plan,  to  satisfy  ail 
the  needs.  Concurrently  with  the  provision  of  houses  to  cure  over- 
crowding, should  proceed  measures  for  rehousing  people  from  unfit 
houses  and  the  demolition  of  these  if  need  be.  Simply  to  transfer 
people  from  an  unfit  house  to  one  that  is  fit  is  doing  nothing  to 
tackle  what,  in  Llanelly,  is  the  major  problem,  namely,  over- 
crowding. 

It  may  be  considered  presumptuous  to  criticise  the  policy  ad- 
vocated for  better  housing,  but  I would  submit  that  a more  work- 
able method  in  a large  number  of  towns  would  be  to  build,  and  go 
on  building  houses  at  rents  within  the  means  of  the  poorest  people 
without  concentrating  on  one  particular  phase  of  the  problem.  This 
would  automatically  solve  the  whole  of  the  difficulties,  whether 
of  unfit  houses  or  of  overcrowding.  It  must  be  recognised,  however, 
that  to  bring  about  the  desired,  result,  some,  form  of  governmental 
assistance  would  be  necessary. 

For  many  years  past,  public  health  officers  have  been  forced  to 
close  their  eyes  to  overcrowding,  and  have  not  been  able  to  enforce 
the  section  (91)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  which  empowers 
them  to  take  action  to  prevent  overcrowding.  Until  a sufficient 
number  of  houses  is  available  the  nuisance  of  overcrowding  must 
go  unchecked,  and  the  public  health  officers  must  perforce  be 
blind  to  this  offence. 


The  statement  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (referred  to 
above)  contained  particulars  of  (1)  two  proposed  Clearance  Areas 
— Forge  Row*  and  Caerelms,  comprising  38  houses.  For  the  re- 
housing of  the  persons  displaced,  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide 
41  houses.  The  additional  three  houses  would  be  required  to  abate 
the  overcrowding  existing  in  the  houses  to  be  demolished.  (2) 
Particulars  were  furnished  as  to  three  proposed  improvement 
Areas,  for  convenience  named  the  Ann  Street,  the  Edgar  Street, 
and  the  Cambrian  Street  improvement  areas.  The  number  of 
houses  in  the  three  areas  which  should  be  demolished  is  88.  Tn 
addition  to  these  houses,  a further  number  of  houses  in  the  three 
areas  are  overcrowded.  For  the  rehousing  of  persons  to  be  dis- 
placed in  consequence  of  demolition  and  overcrowding,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  provide  172  new  houses.  Rehousing  on  account  of 
demolition  only  would  involve  the  provision  of  99  houses.  (31 
Information  was  also  given  regarding  the  number  of  individual 
unfit  houses  which  should  be  demolished.  These  numbered  27. 
For  the  rehousing  of  displaced  persons,  28  houses  would  be  re- 
quired. Apart  from  these  houses,  a further  262  houses  were  found 
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on  inspection  to  be  overcrowded,  of  which  181  were  fit,  and  81 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit.  The 
displacement  of  persons  living  in  these  overcrowded  houses  would 
involve  the  provision  of  221  new  huses. 

As  the  result  of  the  inspection  of  681  houses,  it  is  evident  that 
to  rehouse  the  persons  displaced  from  houses  which  either  should 
be  demolished  or  are  overcrowded,  a total  of  464  new  houses  should 
be  provided.  The  existing  number  of  houses — 681 — should  after 
the  demolition  of  153,  be  increased  to  992  for  the  provision  of 
adequate  housing  of  the  persons  now  occupying  them. 

The  need  for  additional  housing  accommodation  is  stressed  in 
my  Report  for  1932  (see  page  36). 


* Since  tlie  submission  of  this  statement  the  Ministry  of  Health  have 
stated  that  no  grant  would  be  payable  to  the  Council  for  the  rehousing  of 
persons  that  would  be  displaced  by  the  demolition  of  the  Forge  Row  houses. 
The  reason  given  was  that  this  property  was  acquired  by  the  Corporation  for 
a purpose  other  than  renousing  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1930. 

Apart  from  the  681  houses  dealt  with  above,  there  is  gross  over- 
crowding in  many  of  the  houses — including  Council  houses — and 
it  may  be  safely  estimated  that  to  deal  with  this  evil,  not  less  than 
a total  of  700  houses  are  required  as  a first  instalment. 


Year. 

Houses 
erected  by 
Corporation. 

Houses  erected 
by  Private 
Enterprise 
with  State 
Subsidy  under 
Housing 
(Additional 
Powers) 
Act,  1919. 

Houses 
erected  by 
Private 
Enterprise 
under 
Housing, 
etc.,  Act, 
1923. 

Houses 
erected  by 
Private 
Enterprise 
without 
assistance. 

Total 

Houses 

Erected. 

1933 

— 

— 

— 

16 

16 

SCAVENGING. 

The  following  figures  supplied)  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  show 
the  amount  of  refuse  collected  in  1933  (estimated) : — 

Tons. 

Highway  refuse  (including  that  from  street  gullies)  1,040 
Market  refuse  ...  •••  •••  280 

House  and  Trade  refuse  ...  ...  ...  14,428 


Total 


15,748 


37 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  River  Lliedi  passes  through  the  town,  but  there  is  no 
pollution  within  the  borough  boundaries  apart  from  the  throwing 
of  rubbish  into  the  bed  of  the  river.  This  is  guarded  against  as 

well  as  possible. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  pails  collected  by 

scavenging  staff  of  Corporation  ...  •••  ^ 

Number  of  houses  with  pails,  the  contents  of  which 

the  occupiers  dispose  of  themselves  ...  •••  43 

Number  of  houses  with  private  cesspools  ...  •••  45 

Total  number  of  houses  not  connected  to  sewers...  '270 

This  shows  no  change  from  the  statement  in  the  Report  for 
1932. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  daily  average  quantity  of  filtered  water  consumed  per  head 
of  population  for  domestic  purposes  was  36.28  gallons,  and  for 
trade  purposes  17.97  gallons. 

The  town  is  supplied  with  water  from  two  gathering  grounds, 
i.e.,  the  Lliedi  Water  Shed  and  the  Gwendraeth  Each  Water 
Shed.  In  the  Lliedi  Water  Shed,  the  water  is  impounded  in  two 
reservoirs,  the  Cwmlliedi  Reservoir  constructed  in  1878,  having  a 
capacity  of  220  million  gallons,  and  the  Upper  Lliedi  Reservoir, 
constructed  in  1901,  having  a capacity  of  200  million  gallons.  The 
water  from  the  Upper  Lliedi  is  subjected  to1  slow  sand  filtration 
treatment  and  is  used  for  the  domestic  supply  of  the  town. 

The  water  from  the  Cwmlliedi  Reservoir  and  that  from  a small 
source  of  supply  known  as  Trebeddod  Reservoir,  are  utilized  for 
trade  purposes. 

The  Gwendraeth  Water  Supply,  completed!  in  1931,  now  forms 
an  important  part  of  the  water  undertaking  of  the  town,  and  three 
million  gallons  per  day  from  this  source  are  available  as  an 
auxiliary  supply  to  the  Lliedi  Water.  This  water  is  taken  as 
required  from  the  river  Gwendraeth  Fach  and  pumped  up  to  the 
Lliedi  Reservoirs. 

During  1933 — a dry  year — there  were  no  restrictions  as  to  water 
supply,  both  trade  and  domestic  requirements  being  fully  met. 

The  quantity  of  water  pumped  from  the  Gwendraeth  Fach  River 
was  342  million  gallons,  and  the  level  of  the  Reservoirs  was  well 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 
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WATER  ANALYSTS. 

December  20th,  1933. 

CORPORATION  SUPPLY. 

1.— CHEMICAL. 


Lower  Lliedi 
No.  1 

Unfiltered. 

Upper  Lliedi 
No.  2 
Filtered. 

Solids  in  Solution 

13.90 

13.50 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

1.50 

1.50 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 

2.47 

2.47 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.028 

0.024 

Oxygen  in  solution  .... 

1.20 

1.20 

Free  Carbonic  Acid  .... 

0.22 

0.22 

Combined  Carbonic  Acid 

1.98 

1.87 

Equivalent  to  temporary  hardness 

4.50 

4.25 

Saline  Ammonia 

trace 

trace 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0055 

0.005 

Oxygen  required  (moist  combustion)  .... 

0.40 

0.38 

The  above  results  are  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 

To  get  grains  per  gallon,  multiply  by  7/lOtlis. 

The  chemical  results  are  satisfactory.  The  waters  had  no 
solvent  action  on  bright  or  dull  lead  in  a 24  hours  test. 

2.— BACTERIOLOGICAL. 

Samples  No.  1 and  2. 

Water  No.  1 (Unfiltered). — Organisms  of  the  Coli  group  were 
found  in  10  but  not  in  5,  1 or  l/10th  cubic  centimetres. 

Water  No.  2 (Filtered). — Organisms  of  the  Coli  group  were  not 
found  in  10,  5.  1.  or  l/10th  cubic  centimetres. 

Opinion. — The  bacteriological  condition  of  No.  2 is  satisfactory 
and  rather  better  than  No.  1. 
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RAINFALL. 

The  monthly  rainfall  as  compared  with  the  monthly  rainfall  for 
1932  was  as  follows  : — 


Month. 

Rainfall 

1933. 

1933. 

Days  rain  fell. 

Rainfall 

1932. 

1932. 

Days  rain  fell. 

January 

4.23 

18 

7.80 

23 

Februarv 

5.07 

IS 

0.02 

1 

March 

3.73 

13 

2.64 

13 

April 

2.28 

11 

3.52 

23 

May 

2.19 

14 

5.08 

24 

June 

2.63 

12 

1.22 

7 

July 

2.60 

13 

6.06 

20 

August 

2.28 

13 

1.90 

13 

September 

4.52 

10 

5.81 

18 

October 

8.12 

18 

10.50 

28 

November 

1.54 

12 

3.49 

17 

December 

1.88 

11 

4.06 

22 

TOTAL  .... 

41.07 

163 

52.12 

209 

The  total  rainfall  for  1933  amounted  to  41.07  inches,  the  sixth 
lowest  on  record,  and  rain  fell  on  163  days.  The  average  rainfall 
for  the  past  52  years  is  50.82  inches. 

The  heaviest  falls  of  rain  were  as  follows : — 


1.30  inches  (snow) 
2.61  inches  ... 

1.12  inches  ... 

2.57  inches  ... 

1.07  inches  ... 


24th  February,  1933. 
24th  September,  1933 
10th  October,  1933. 
11th  October,  1933. 
2nd  December,  1933. 


PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Deratisation  Certificates. — As  the  Port  of  Llanelly  is  not  an 
approved  ” port  for  the  purpose  of  the  issue  of  deratisation,  or 
deratisation  exemption  certificates,  the  Town  Council  made 
application  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  his  approval  of  the 
employment  by  the  Council  of  officers  of  the  Swansea  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  to  carry  out  the  measures  relative  to  the 
deratisation  of  ships  within  the  Llanelly  Riparian  Sanitary 
District. 


40 


As  the  result  of  consultations  between  the  Swansea  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  and  the  Town  Council,  an  Agreement  was 
drawn  up  which  will  remain  in  force  for  an  experimental  period  of 
twelve  months  from  November,  1933.  Tire  Corporation  under- 
took to  pay  to  the  Swansea  Port  Sanitary  Authority  the  sum  of 
£50  towards  their  expenses  in  the  matter  of  examination  of  ships, 
etc.  The  Agreement  provides  that  all  fees  under  the  regulations 
will  he  paid  to  the  Swansea  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

Up  till  the  end  of  the  year  the  officials  of  the  Swansea  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  paid  three  visits  of  inspection  to  ships  in  the 
Port  of  Llanelly. 

Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933. — These  Regulations  came  into 
force  on  May  1st,  1933,  and  were  summarised  in  my  Report  for 
that  year.  All  the  necessary  forms  have  been  obtained,  and  the 
pilots  and  Custom  Officers  have  been  supplied  with  copies  of  the 
“ Declaration  of  Health  ” leaflet  to  be  filled  up  by  the  masters 
of  ships,  and  with  copies  of  a leaflet  giving  instructions  to  the 
masters  of  vessels  so  that  they  may  be  thoroughly  conversant  with 
what  is  required  of  them  by  the  Regulations. 

One  of  the  crew  of  the  s.s.  “ Viceroy  ” was  admitted  into  the 
Isolation  Hospital  in  April,  1933,  as  he  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Measles.  The  illness  was  of  a fairly  severe  type,  but  he  was 
later  discharged  quite  recovered. 


T. — AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 
DURING  THE  YEAR.  1933. 

TABLE  A. 


Number  Inspected. 

No. 

reported 
to  be 
Defec- 
tive. 

d 

o « -d 
« o.S 

dl  CJ  —1 

JJOmS  . 
21  tc.S  -2  -g 

No. 

Ton- 

nage. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of 

Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

to  '13  u 

s-o  a 

> A £ 

•g  -a  « 

t- 

O £ 

z;  ? 

O ^ 73  C 

. V)  r3  O 

•i’sa'g.a 

c -*-*  .5  o <v 
z;  cl  ™ o 73 

Hi  -C  XJ 

, Steamers 
Foreign  J *Motor 
1 Sailing 
^ Fishing 

335 

1 

133775 

325 

15 

1 

l 



Total  Foreign 

336 

134100 

15 

1 

l 

, Steamers 

Coast-  J *Motor 

wise  1 Sailing 
Fishing 

466 

115437 

22 

Total  Coastwise  

466 

115437 

22 

Total  Foreign  and 
Coastwise 

802 

249537 

37 

1 

l 

* Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


II.— CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT. 


TABLE  B. 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  year  1933. 

None. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

Principal  Imports. — Pig  Iron,  Scrap  Iron,  Timber,  Iron  and 
Steel  Bars,  Stone,  Cattle  Feeding  Stuffs,  Patent  Manure. 

Principal  Exports. — Coal,  Tinplates. 

(c)  Foreign  Countries  from  which  vessels  arrive : — 

France,  Belgium,  Irish  Free  State,  Spain,  Channel  Islands,. 
Portugal,  Canada,  Roumania,  Latvia,  Nomay,  Sweden. 
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III.— SOURCE!  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  For  the  Port. — Town  Supply. 

(b)  For  Shipping.— Town  Supply. 

■(e)  Number  of  Water  Boats  and  their  Sanitary  Condition. — None. 

IV.— PORT  SANITARY  REGULATIONS,  1933. 

(1)  Arrangements  for  dealing  with  Declarations  of  Health. — Issued 
to  Masters  by  Customs  Officers  and  returned  duly  completed 
to  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

<2)  Boarding  on  Vessels  on  arrival. — The  time  at  the  disposal  of 

the  Sanitary  Inspector  allows  of  the  boarding  of  vessels  not 
notified  under  heading  (1),  to  a limited  extent,  as  shown  in 
Table  A.  Inspections  are  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
dock. 

(3)  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  Inward  Vessels  requiring 

special  attention  (wireless  messages,  land  signal  stations, 
information  from  Pilots,  Customs  Officers,  etc.). — Informa 

tion  received  from  Customs  Officers. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations  designated  under  Article  10: 

(a)  Within  the  Docks. — Their  place  of  mooring,  discharge  or 

loading,  or  a position  in  the  middle  of  the  dock,  moored 
to  a buoy. 

(b)  Outside  the  docks. — Whitford  Pool,  subject  to  the  ships 

being  first  boarded  by  the  Customs  Officers  at  the  docks. 

(5)  Particulars  of  any  standing  exemptions  from  the  provisions  of 

Article  14. — None. 

(fi)  Experience  of  working  of  Article  16. — No  passenger  traffic. 
Information  received  from  Customs  Officers. 

(7)  What,  if  any,  arrangements  have  been  made  for: — 

(a)  Premises  and  waiting  rooms  for  medical  examinations. 

None. 

(b)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons  and  clothing 

and  other  articles. — Quarters  fumigated,  bedding  and 
clothing  steam  disinfected — Town  Plant. 

(c)  Premises  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  persons  for 

whom  such  accommodation  is  required  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Regulations. — None. 

(d)  Hospital  accommodation  available  for  Plague,  Cholera, 

Yellow  Fever,  Small  Pox  and  other  infectious  diseases.— 
Borough  Isolation  Hospital  for  “ other  infectious 
diseases  ” only. 
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(e)  Ambulance  Transport. — Cases  removed  by  St.  John’s  Am- 

bulance. 

(f)  Supervision  of  Contacts. — Sanitary  Inspectors. 

(8)  Arrangements  for  the  Bacteriological  or  Pathological  Examina- 

tion of  Rats  for  Plague. — No  existing  arrangements. 
Bacteriological  examinations,  if  required,  would  be  carried 
out  at  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea. 

(9)  Arrangements  for  other  Bacteriological  or  Pathological 

Examinations. — See  (8). 

(10)  Arrangements  for  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Venereal 

Disease  among  Sailors  under  International  Arrangements. — 

Information  circulated  by  means  of  leaflets.  Treatment 
obtained  at  Swansea  V.D.  Clinic, 

(11)  Arrangements  for  the  Interment  of  Dead. — None. 

(12)  Other  matters,  if  any,  requiring  or  receiving  attention. — 

None. 

TABLE  C, 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  LANDED  FROM 

VESSEiLS. 

One  Case — Measles. 

TABLE  D. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  OCCURRING  ON 
VESSELS  DURING  THE  VOYAGE,  BUT  DISPOSED  OF 
PRIOR.  TO  ARRIVAL,— None. 

V.— MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 

(1)  Steps  taken  for  Detection  of  Rodent  Plague: — 

(a)  In  ships  in  the  port. — When  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  board 

vessels  arriving  in  dock,  they  make  enquiry  as  to  disease 
prevalence  amongst  rats.  Any  dead  rats  discovered  would 
be  sent  to  Back  Laboratory,  Swansea,  for  examination, 
if  there  was  any  suspicion  that  they  might  be  plague 
carriers. 

(b)  On  quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  vinicity  of  the 

port. — If  dead  rats  discovered,  same  procedure  as  above. 

<2  Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  Rats  between  Ships 
and  the  Shore.— None. 


44 


(3)  Methods  of  Deratisation  of  (a)  Ships,  (b)  Premises  in  the 

vicinity  of  Docks  or  Quays.— Llanelly  not  an  “ approved  ” 
port. 

(4)  Measures  taken  for  the  detection  of  Rat  Prevalence  in  Ships 

and  on  Shore. — Swansea  P.S.A.  undertake  this  work  on 
behalf  of  the  Llanelly  Riparian  Authority.  This  arrange- 
ment in  force  since  November,  1933.  (See  V.  ( & ).) 

(5)  Rat-proofing. 

(a)  To  what  extent  are  docks,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  rat- 

proof? — No  measures  taken. 

(b)  Action  taken  to  extend  rat-proofing — (i.)  in  ships;  (ii.)  on 

shore. — Nil. 

RATS  DESROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

TABLE  E. 

(1)  On  vessels. — Nil. 

TABLE  E. 

(2)  In  docks,  quays,  wharves,  and  wharehouses. — Rat  poison 
supplied  at  request. 

TABLE1  G. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “ infected  ” or 
“suspected  ” Vessels  or  Vessels  from  Plague-infected  Ports 
arriving  in  the  Port  during  the  year. — Nil. 

TABLE  H. 

Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates 
issued  during  the  year. — Three  visits  of  inspection  paid  by 
Officials  of  the  Swansea  P.S.A.  to  ships  in  the  Port  of  Llanellv 
during  1933,  (See  V.  (3.) 

VI.— LIYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES. 


TABLE  J. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  NUISANCES. 


Nationality 

of 

Vessel. 

Number 
Inspected 
during  1933. 

Defects  of 
original 
construction. 

Structural 
defects 
through  wear 
and  tear. 

Dirt,  vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health. 

British 

27 

Other  Nations  

10 

1 
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VII. — FOOD  INSPECTION. 

\lj  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1925,  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food) 
Amendment  Regulations,  1933,  the  Public  Health  (Imported 
Milk)  Regulations,  1926,  and  the  Public  Health  (Preserva- 
tives, etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1927.— No  action 
taken. 

(2)  Shell-fish.  Information  respecting  any  shell-fish  beds  or 
layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
stating  whether  they  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical 
Officer,  liable  to  pollution.  Report  of  any  action  taken 
under  the  Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1915,  or 
the  Public  Health  (Cleansing  of  Shell-fish)  Act,  1932. — No 
action  taken. 


(3)  Number  of  Samples  of  Food  examined  by : — 

(a)  Bacteriologist — 

Nature  of  sample 
Result  of  examination 


Nil. 


(b)  Analyst — 


Nature  of  sample 
Result  of  examination 
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Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  Year  1933. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Llanelly. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

Details  of  the  work  accomplished  are  appended  in  tabular  form, 
and  separate  records  are  submitted  showing  the  work  done  under 
the  Housing  and  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Housing  Acts. 

NOTICES. 


Number  of  Section,  17  preliminary  notices  served  ...  35 

Number  of  Section  17  preliminary  notices  complied  with  ...  35 

Number  of  Section  17  Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Section  17  Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  Nil. 

INSPECTIONS. 

Initial  dwelling-house  inspections  ...  ...  ...  132 

Subseqiient  visits  to  dwelling-houses  ...  ...  176 


REPAIRS  EXECUTED. 


Houses — 


Walls  repaired 
Outside  walls  rendered 
Floors  repaired 
Floors  renewed 
Floors  ventilated 
Roofs  repaired 
Roofs  renewed 

Raintroughs  renewed  or  repaired 
Downpipes  renewed  or  repaired 
Chimneys  repaired 
Ceilings  repaired 
Wall  plaster  repaired  ... 

Doors  and  frames  repaired 


Total  Pre- 


1 

Preliminary.  Statu torv 
28 
31 
24 
2 
3 

21 
6 
39 
38 
22 
14 
41 
33 


minary  and 
Statutory. 
28 
31 
24 
2 
3 

21 

6 

39 

38 

22 

14 

41 

33 
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Lighting  and  ventilation  of  rooms 
improved 

Window  sashes  or  frames  repaired 
Window  cords  renewed 
Windows  renewed 
Stairs  repaired 
Skirtings  repaired 
Cupboards  repaired  ... 

Grates  or  ovens  repaired  or  renewed 
Food  stores  provided  ... 

Walls  or  ceilings  cleansed,  papered, 
or  limewashed 

Obstructive  outbuildings  demolished 
Yard  paving  relaid  or  repaired  . . . 
Additional  water  taps  provided  ... 
Accumulations  removed 
Not  classified  repairs  or  nuisances 
abated 


Total  Pre- 
liminary and 
Preliminary.  Statutory.  Statutory. 

7 ...  - ...  7 

9 ...  — ...  9 

29  ...  — ...  29 

28  ...  — ...  28 

3 ...  — ...  3 

8 ...  — ...  8 

5 ...  - ...  5 

9 ...  - ...  9 

1 -.  - ...  1 

21  ...  — ...  21 

1 ...  — ...  1 

12  ...  — ...  12 

i .:.  - ...  i 

3 ...  - ...  3 


Drainage — 

New  drains  constructed  ...  2 

Drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  3 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  3 

Drains  cleansed  ...  3 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or 

repaired  ...  4 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  1 

Sinks  trapped,  or  waste  pipes  re- 

paired  ...  2 

W.C.s — < 

Reconstructed  ...  2 

Additional  w.c.'s  provided  ...  4 

New  pans  and  traps  fixed  ...  5 

Cleansed  ...  4 

Flushing  cisterns  and  pipes  re- 
paired or  renewed  H 

Water  supply  provided  for  flushing  6 

Other  repairs  executed  or  nuisances 

abated  A 


2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 


2 

1 

5 
4 

11 

6 

4 


Public  Health  Acts. 

NOTICES  SERVED,  ETC. 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served 
Number  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  ... 
' umber  of  Statutory  notices  served 


70S 

651 

49 
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Number  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  ... 
Number  of  letters  sent  ...  ... 

Number  of  complaints  received 
Owners  and  other  persons  interviewed 

DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Houses  inspected  for  nuisances 
Houses,  inspected  for  infectious  diseases 
Houses  re-inspected 
Factories 
Workshops  ... 

Workplaces  ... 

Laundries 
Outworkers  ... 

Dairies  ... 

Cowsheds 
Milkshops 
Milk  Purveyors 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Bakehouses  ... 

Food  Preparing  Premises 
Slaughterhouse 
Butchers’  Shops 
Meat  Stalls  ... 

Provision  Stores 
Fishmongers 
Greengrocers’  Shops 
Vehicles 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens 

Chip  Shops 

Schools 

Inns  and  Clubs 
Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings  ... 

Amusement  Places 
Ships 

Offensive  Trades: — 

Marine  Store  Dealers 
Marine  S'tore  Hawkers 
Gutscrapers 
Fellmongers 
Fish  Friers 

Rat  Infestation 
Drains 
Sewers 
Cesspools 


28 

146 

154 

1,128 


...  531 

...  269 

...  1,110 
...  272 

99 
7 
37 
3 

...  239 

...  115 

5 

...  359 

...  138 

...  116 
49 
46 

...  4,378 
...  2,262 
99 

...  286 
...  2.668 
...  224 

12 
23 
29 
39 
54 
84 

...  151 

11 

37 


39 

24 

28 

31 

247 

47 

362 

49 

21 
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Water  Courses 
Back  Lanes  ... 

Stables 

Swine  and  other  Animals 

Smoke  or  Grit 

Accumulations 

Water  Supply- 

Public  Conveniences 

Tips 

Miscellaneous 

44 

...  354 

42 
21 
47 

...  110 
21 
63 
127 
...  694 

Total 

...  16,123 

TT  NUISANCES  ABATED 

Houses — 


Walls  repaired 
Outside  walls  rendered 
Floors  renewed  or  repaired 
Floors  ventilated 
Hoofs  renewed  or  repaired 
Raintroughs  and  downpipes  renewed 
or  repaired 
Chimneys  z-epaired 
Ceilings  repaired 
Wall  plaster  z-epaired 
Doors  and  Frames  repaired 
Lighting  and  Ventilation  of  rooms 
improved 

Window  Cords  renewed 
Window  sashes  or  frames  repaired 
Windows  renewed 
Staii-s  repaired 
Skirtings  repaired 
Cupboards  repaired 
Grates  or  Ovens  repaiz-ed  or  re- 
newed 


Walls  or  Ceilings  cleansed 
or  limewashed 
Wash-house  provided 
Outbuildings  repaired 
Obstructive  Outbuildings  demo 
Yard  Paving  relaid  or  repaired 
Overcowdmg  abated 
Water  Taps  repaired  . . . 
Nuisances  from  animals  abate< 


Preliminary. 
29  ... 

64  ... 

28 

1 ... 
85  ... 


Total  Pre- 
liminary and 
Statutory.  Statutory. 

3 ...  32 

5 ...  69 


3 


31 


13 


1 

98 


224 

40 

30 

73 

36 


18 

3 

2 

6 

6 


242 

43 

32 

79 

42 


1 ...  — 

92  ...  15 

41  ...  4 

11  ..  — 

5 ...  1 

7 ...  _ 

1 ...  _ 

17  ...  2 


1 

107 

45 

11 

6 

7 

1 

19 


37 

3 

3 

34 

2 

1 

11 


2 

1 


37 

2 

3 

3 

35 

2 

1 

11 
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Total  Pre- 
liminary anil 


Preliminary. 

Statutory. 

Statutory. 

Accumulations  removed 

53  ... 

1 .. 

54 

Ashbins  or  other  receptacles  pro- 
vided ... 

7 ... 

7 

Defective  water  supply  remedied... 

15  ... 

1 .’. 

. 16 

Not  classified  repairs  or  nuisances 
abated 

52  ... 

4 

. 56 

Drainage. 

Drains  tested 

136  ... 

. 136 

New  drains  constructed 

2 ... 



2 

Drains  reconstructed  ... 

1 ... 



1 

Drains  repaired 

54  ... 

2 

. 56 

Drains  cleansed 

137  ... 

2 .. 

. 139 

Disconnection  Chambers  provided  or 
repaired 

4 ... 

4 

Disconnecting  Traps  fixed 

1 ... 

— 

1 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  or 
repaired 

9 ... 

9 

Ventilating  Shafts  fixed  or  repaired 

3 ... 

1 

4 

Fresh  Air  Inlet  fixed  or  repaired  . . . 

5 ... 

1 . 

6 

Soil  Pipes  fixed  or  repaired 

1 ... 

1 . 

2 

Gullies  fixed 

2 ... 

— 

2 

Sinks  trapped,  or  waste  pipes 
repaired 

5 ... 

5 

Bath  Waste  trapped,  or  waste  pipes 
repaired 

1 



1 

Lavatory  Basins  trapped  or  -waste 
pipes  repaired 

1 ... 

— 

1 

W.C.s. 

Reconstructed 

1 . 

1 

New  Pans  and  Traps  fixed 

41  ... 

11  . 

..  52 

Cleansed  ... 

34  ... 

3 . 

..  37 

Flushing  cisterns  and  pipes  repaired 
or  renewed 

115  ... 

9 . 

..  124 

Water  supply  provided  for  flushing 

21  ... 

3 

..  24 

Other  repairs  executed  or  nuisances 
abated 

82  ... 

11 

..  93 

Urinals. 

Fhisring  cistern  or  pipes  fixed  or 

repaired  ...  •••  4 

Walls  rendered  impervious  ...  3 

Walls  repaired  ...  •••  2 

Floors  repaired  ...  •••  3 
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Cesspools. 


Total  Pre- 
liminary and 
Preliminary.  Statutory.  Statutory. 


Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  3 

Pail  Closets. 

New  Pails  provided  ...  6 

Cleansed  ...  ...  20 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds. 

Other  nuisances  abated  or  improve- 
ment effected  ...  22 

Amusement  Houses. 

Cleanliness  improved  ...  2 


Fish  and  Chip  Shops. 

New  Ranges  fitted  ...  3 

Ventilation  improved  2 

Cleansing  earned  out  q 

Potato  washing  room  improved  ...  3 

Fish  cleaning  room  improved  1 

Drainage  improved  ...  2 

Receptacles  provided  ...  3 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  8 


Smoke  and  Grit  Abatement. 

Chxnineys  observed 
Nuisances  abated 

Stables. 

Accumulations  removed 

Rats. 

Baits  laid  ... 

Baits  taken 


5 

2 


7 


605 

459 


3 

6 

10 


12 


1 


3 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1 

3 

8 


5 

2 


7 


605 

459 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHO] 
Notices  served  for  Factories 
Notices  served  for  Workshops 
Notices  served  for  Workplaces 
Want  of  cleanliness  . 

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation  insufficient... 

1 ary  accommodation  unsuitable  or  defectiv 


9 

11 

13 

6 

1 

2 
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Bakehouses. 

Number  of  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Want  of  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective  ...  1 

Home  Work. 

Number  of  notices  sent  to  firms,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  104 

Number  of  lists  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Matters. 

Number  of  notices  received  from  Factory  Inspector  ...  5 

Reports  of  action  taken  sent  to  Factory  Inspector  ...  5 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  taken  to  deal  with  nuisance  from  smoke. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Borough. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers — Wholesale  and  Retail  Purveyors  ...  5 

Number  of  Cowkeepers — Retail  Purveyors  only  ...  11 

Number  of  Wholesale  and  Retail  Purveyors  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  (not  included  in  above)  ...  20 

Number  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Number  of  Cows  ...  ...  ...  ...  -192 

Ex-Borough. 

Number  of  Wholesale  Purveyors  ...  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  Wholesale  and  Retail  Purveyors  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  (not  included  in  above)  ...  57 

23.9  inspections  were  made  of  dairies  in  the  town. 


115  visits  to  cowsheds,  and  5 visits  to  milkshops  were  made;  359 
milk  vehicles  were  inspected. 


All  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  Borough  were  regularly  in- 
spected by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  and  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained. 

The  following  work  has  been  executed:  — 


New  dairies  constructed  . . . 
Existing  dairies  improved 
Dimewashing  carried  out 
Milk  Samples  obtained:— 
Chemical  examination 
Bacteriological  examination 


2 

2 

104 

47 

60 
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ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

138  inspections  were  made  of  Ice  Cream  premises  during  the  year, 
and  the  following  work  has  been  executed  : — 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out  ...  ...  5 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  1 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


Address. 

Keeper. 

Deputy 

Keeper. 

No.  of 
Rooms 

No.  of 
Beds. 

31,  Mill  Lane 

Mr.  Dd.  Jones 

Mr.  O.  D.  Beynon 

6 

68 

5,  Upper  Church 
Street. 

Mr.  E.  Jones 

Mrs.  A.  Jones 

5 

12 

13  & 14,  Church  St. 

Mrs.  A.  Egan 

10 

20 

10,  Island  Place 

Miss.  E.  Keenan 

Mr.  W.  Davies 

6 

34 

3,  Park  Terrace  

Mrs.  M.  O’Donoghue 

Mrs.  E.  Davies 

9 

23 

28,  Water  Street 

Mr.  B.  Price 

Mrs.  J.  Price 

4 

10 

These  houses  were  kept  under  periodical  supervision,  and  no 
serious  contravention  of  the  bye-laws  was  found.  The  following 
work  was  executed : — 


work  was  executed : — 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  84 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out  ...  ...  12 

Bedding  renewed  ...  ...  - ...  ...  12 

Bedsteads  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  12 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  4 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Number  of  houses 
Number  of  visits  made  ... 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  ... 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Ihe  following  quantities  of  food  have  been  condemned  and 
destroyed  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  condemnations  made  by 
the  Veterinary  Inspector:— 

352  lbs.  Beef  (diseased  and  decomposition). 

3o4  lbs.  Mutton  (decomposition). 

49  lbs.  Pork  (decomposition). 

32  lbs.  Liver  (diseased  and  decomposition). 

37  lbs.  Lungs  (diseased). 

74  lbs.  Sausages  (decomposition). 

2 Beasts’  Heads  (diseased). 

9 lbs.  Bacon  (decomposition). 


13 

151 

2 
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20  Rabbits  (decomposition). 

68  stones  Fish  (decomposition). 

9 lbs.  Cheese  (decomposition). 

224  lbs.  Potatoes  (diseased). 

106  tins  Fruit  (Blown  or  damaged). 

38  tins  Milk  (Blown  or  damaged). 

23  tins  Meat  (Blown  or  damaged). 

Lhe  following  information  has  been  received  from  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  (Mr.  J.  Campbell  Hill,  M.R.C.V.S.) 

The  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  1933  are 
as  follows,  and  for  comparison  the  figures  for  1932  are  also  set 
out: — 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Fowls 


Total 


1933 


838 

810 

8974 

3613 

1586 


15821 


1932 


856 

943 

9565 

3968 

2016 


17348 


Condemned  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  as  unfit  for  food:  — 


Beef 

Veal 

Pork 

Mutton 

Liver 

Lungs 


2528  lbs. 
130  lbs. 
442  lbs. 
182  lbs. 
2167  lbs. 
1603  lbs. 


The  conditions  on  account  of  which  condemnation  was  necessary 
were: — Tuberculosis,  and  fluke  and  worm  infestations. 


Stalls,  etc. 

Names  provided  on  vehicles 
Cleanliness  improved 
Receptacles  provided 

Shops. 

Ventilation  improved 
Cleanliness  improved 
Receptacles  provided  .i. 

Accumulations  removed  ... 

Warnings  regarding  labelling 

Other  nuisances  abated,  or  improvements  effected 


Oi  CO  (3>  Ctf  CW  I-1 


Transport  and  Handling. 

Warnings  regarding  cleanliness  of  vehicles,  receptacles, 

covering  of  meat,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  2 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES'. 

The  following  classes  of  business  are  established  in  the 
Borough : — 

1 gutscraper. 

2 fellmongers. 

2 marine  store  dealers. 

58  fish  friers. 

Periodical  inspections  were  made  of  all  these  premises,  and  the 
following  work  was  executed:  — 

Nuisances  abated  or  repairs  executed  ...  ...  3 

RENT  RESTRICTION  ACTS. 

Two  applications  for  certificates  under  these  Acts  were  received, 
and  in  one  case  the  application  was  justified  and  a certificate 
issued. 

MATTERS  REPORTED  TO  THE  BOROUGH  SURVEYOR, 

The  following  matters  were  reported  to  the  Borough  Surveyor’s 
Department : — 


Drains  and  sewers  ...  ...  ...  77 

Building  Byelaw  infringements  ...  ...  2 

Wastage  of  Water  ...  ...  ...  8 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Other  matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 


RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

All  complaints  of  rat  infestation  have  received  attention,  and 
the  Market,  Slaughterhouse,  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  Trostre 
Refuse  Tip  were  baited  during  the  year.  Baits  of  various  kinds  are 
supplied  to  applicants  at  cost  price. 

FUMIGATIONS. 

'The  number  of  houses  fumigated  during  the  year  was  122.  The 
public  mox-tuary  was  cleansed  and  disinfected  on  10  occasions.  The 
St.  John’s  Ambulance  car  was  fumigated  on  96  occasions  after  it 
had  been  used  for  the  transport  of  patients  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  135  Public  Library  books  were  disinfected.  548  articles  of 
clothing  were  steam  disinfected. 
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The  following  is  a statement  of  the  houses  fumigated  : — 


Wards 


Following  Scarlet  Fever 
, , Diphtheria 

, , Tuberculosis 

,,  Erysipelas  ... 

, , Other  Diseases 

, , Dirty  and  Y erminous 

ditions 


1 

2 

3 

Total 

13 

9 

10 

...  32 

23 

16 

21 

...  60 

5 

4 

1 

...  10 

— 

1 

— 

...  1 

1 

— 

2 

...  3 

8 

3 

5 

...  16 

50 

33 

39 

...  122 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  EVANS, 

Health  Department,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Old  Town  Hall,  Llanelly, 

June,  1934. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1. — Inspection. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections  Written 

Occupiers 

Notices. 

Prosecuted. 

(1) 

(2) 

1 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries) 

272 

14 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

Laundries) 

99 

| 

11 

..... 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 

I 

workers’  premises)  

7 

| 

— 

Total 

378 

25 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops, 

and  Workplaces. 

Number  of 

Number  of  Defects. 

Offences  in 

respect  to 

Particulars. 

Referred 

which  pro- 

Found. 

Reme- 

to  H.M. 

secutions 

died. 

Inspector 

were  insti- 

tuted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts  :* 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

17 

17 

Want  of  Ventilation 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 



Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances  .... 

9 

9 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

3 

3 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factorv  and 

Workshops  Acts  : 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 

ground  Bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Other  Offences  (excluding  offences 

relating  to  outwork  and  offences 

under  the  Sections  mentioned  in 

the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 

of  Health  (Factories  and  Work- 

shops  Transfer  of  Powers  Order 

1921)  .... 

Total 

31 

31 

7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 


iy  , ■,  i 111  *jccuuua  z*,  o,  ✓ ctiiu  o oi  tne  ractorv 

Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 


VITAL  STATISTICS  (1921-1933). 

I Total  Deaths , Transferable  Deaths. 
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Revised  population,  38,350.  t Census  Population,  38,416. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  LLANELLY,  M.B.,  1933.  (Registrar-General’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death). 

I Registrar  General’s  | I LOCAL  STATISTICS. 
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Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 
for  the  Year  1933. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1933  on 
the  medical  inspection  of  school  children. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  great  assistance  given  to  me  by  Dr. 
Allen,  as  she  has  been  responsible  in  the  main  for  the  matter  of 
the  Report.  Her  remarks  in  regard  to  the  nutritional  state  of 
the  children  are  of  much  interest  in  view  of  the  decision  of  the 
Education  Committee  to  provide  milk  for  school  children. 
Sufficient  evidence  has  now  been  accumulated  by  Local  Education 
Authorities  and  from  other  sources  to  show  that  a daily  supply 
of  milk  in  schools  has  a marked  effect  on  the  nutrition  of  children 
of  all  ages.  Tire  results  of  this  addition  to  the  diet  of  the  school 
children  will  be  carefully  watched  and  it  can  confidently  be 
anticipated  that  they  will  he  no  less  marked  tlian  those  already 
recorded  elsewhere. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  W.  POLE, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


Staff: 

School  Medical  Officer:  L.  W.  Pole,  M.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 
Assistant  S.M.O.  : Li.  M.  Allen,  M.B.  (Belfast),  D.P.H. 

EJye  Specialist  (part-time) : J.  J.  Healyi,  M.B.  (Edin.). 

Dental  Surgeon:  T.  E.  Mathias,  L.R.C.P.  & S.  (Edin.).  L.E.P.S. 

(Glasgow),  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

School  Nurses:  N.  Smith,  M.  Hopkins; 

M.  C.  Jones,  G.  Greene,  G.  M.  Roberts  (also 
Health  Visitors). 

Dental  Attendant:  Miss  M.  E.  Williams. 

Chief  Clerk  : M.  El.  Smith. 

Clerk : W.  J.  Symmons. 

Medical  Inspection  Arrangements. — The  Board  of  Education 

require  the  medical  inspection  of  all  children  in  public  elementary 
schools  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  twelve  months  following:  — 

(a)  their  admission  to  public  elementary  schools,  and 

(b)  their  attaining  the  age  of  eight  years,  and 

(c)  their  attaining  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

The  Local  Education  Authority  must  also  make  arrangements, 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  attending 
to  the  health  and  physical  condition  of  children,  including : — 

(a)  the  following-up  of  cases  of  defect  found  in  the  course  of 

medical  inspection ; 

(b)  the  detection  and  prevention  of  uncleanliness; 

(c)  the  medical  treatment  of  defect  of  eyes,  and  teeth,  minor 

ailments  and  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

Besides  the  " routine  ” groups  of  children,  special  inspection  was 
made  of  children  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 
by  head  teachers,  attendance  officers,  school  nurses  and  parents. 

Number  of  Children  on  Registers  and  Average  Attendance. — For 

the  year  ended  31st  March,  1934  : — 

(a)  the  number  of  children  on  the  school  registers  was  6413 

(b)  the  average  attendance  for  the  year  was  5692 

(c)  the  percentage  attendance  for  the  year  was  88.7 

The  number  of  schools  in  the  town  is  11,  made  up  of  eight  Boys 
Departments,  eight  Girls’  Departments,  six  Infants’  Departments 
and  three  Mixed  Schools — 25  Departments  in  all. 
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The  total  number  of  children  inspected  at  “ routine  ” examina- 
tions was  2,013.  This  number  was  made  up  of 

691  entrants — 346  boys,  345  girls. 

626  intermediates — 303  boys,  323  girls. 

556  leavers — 358  boys,  198  girls. 

140  other  ages — 74  boys,  66  girls. 

Special  medical  inspections  numbered  716.  These  examinations 
related  mainly  to  children  who  had  formerly  been  inspected  as 
routine  cases,  and  the  examinations  were  in  the  nature  of  following- 
up. 

Inspection  Clinic. — This  clinic  is  open  weekly  on  the  forenoons 
of  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  for  the  examination  of  children  referred 
to  the  School  Medical  Officer  by  head  teachers,  attendance  officers 
and  parents.  The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  during 
the  year  was  309,  exclusive  of  400  children,  who  were  examined  in 
regard  to  their  fitness  to  attend  the  School  Camp. 

The  number  of  re-inspections  was  366. 

The  average  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Clinic  on  each 
of  the  two  days  was  8. 

REVIEW  OF  FACTS  DISCLOSED  BY  MEDICAL 
INSPECTION. 

Height  and  Weight. — The  tables  appended  give  the  number  of 
children  at  each  year  of  age  and  the  average  height  and  weight. 
The  heights  are  given  in  inches  and  centimetres,  and  the  weights  in 
pounds  and  kilograms. 
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HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS. 
Boys. 


Age. 

No. 

Heights 

(average). 

No. 

exd. 

Weights  (average). 

exd. 

Inches. 

Centimetres. 

Pounds 

Kilograms. 

3 

33 

36.23 

92.02 

33 

32.56 

14.78 

4 

162 

39.70 

100.83 

162 

37.44 

16.99 

5 

103 

41.77 

106.09 

103 

40.66 

18.45 

6 

48 

43.53 

110.56 

48 

42.63 

19.35 

7 

5 

45.90 

116.58 

5 

47.00 

21.33 

8 

303 

48.11 

122.19 

303 

53.22 

24.16 

9 

61 

49.64 

126.08 

61 

56.09 

25.46 

10 

8 

52.18 

132.53 

8 

60.62 

27.52 

12 

230 

55.31 

140.48 

230 

76.56 

34.75 

13 

120 

56.90 

144.52 

120 

83.87 

38.07 

14 

8 

58.81 

149.37 

8 

95.53 

43.37 

Girls 

Age. 

No. 

exd. 

Heights  (average). 

No. 

exd. 

Weights  (average). 

Inches. 

Centimetres. 

Pounds. 

Kilograms. 

3 

32 

37.11 

94.25 

32 

33.56 

15.23 

4 

141 

39.61 

100.60 

141 

36.80 

16.70 

5 

117 

41.27 

104.82 

117 

38.63 

17.53 

6 

55 

42.97 

109.14 

55 

42.42 

19.25 

7 

8 

45  81 

116.35 

8 

47.12 

21.39 

8 

323 

47.96 

121.81 

323 

51.92 

23.57 

9 

48 

49  00 

124.46 

48 

54.79 

24.87 

10 

10 

51.02 

129.59 

10 

59.70 

27.10 

12 

142 

56.35 

143.12 

142 

80.13 

36,37 

13 

55 

57.34 

145.64 

55 

82.78 

37.58 

14 

1 

58.25 

147.95 

i 

94.00 

42.67 
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Clothing. — “Fair" — 47  children — 2.32  per  cent.  (1932 — 1.76  per 
cent.). 

“Bad” — 16  children— 0.79  per  cent.  (1932 — 0.85  per 
cent.). 

Footgear.—"  Fair  ”—37  children— 1.83  per  cent.  (1932—1.41  per 
cent.). 

“Bad” — 21  children — 1.04  per  cent.  (1932 — 1.20  per 
cent.). 


These  statistics  show  that  clothing  and  footgear  generally  are 
satisfactory.  While  the  numbers  in  the  “ bad  ” category  both  in 
clothing  and  footgear  show  a slight  decrease  on  those  of  1932,  the 
numbers  in  the  " fair  ” category  show  a definite  increase.  This  is 
due,  doubtless,  to  the  present  economic  circumstances. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  number  of  sensibly  clothed 
children  continues  to  increase.  While  the  improvement  is  most 
marked  in  the  infant  departments  where  the  children  generally 
are  well  clad,  it  is  becoming  evident  in  the  other  departments  as 
well. 


Overclothing  is  again  the  chief  fault,  and  the  most  frequent 
victim  of  this  defect  is  the  child  who  is  subject  to  attacks  of 
bronchitis,  colds  affecting  the  chest,  or  asthma.  Mothers  appear 
to  think  that  a child  with  a “ delicate  ” chest  requires  many  layers 
of  clothing  and  it  is  not  uncommon  at  the  medical  inspection  to 
find  these  children  wrapped  in  five  or  six  layers.  As  a result,  the 
un  ortunate  child  finds  difficulty  in  breathing,  becomes  over- 
heated and  develops  a fresh  cold. 


,,  iP1' ^ child  with  a tendency  to  colds  and  bronchitis  requires  judicious 
arderung.  His  clothing  should  be  light  in  weight  and  this  can 
be  effected  more  easily  by  one  or  two  layers  of  wool  than  by  many 
layers  of  cotton.  It  should  be  loose,  as  loosely  fitting  clothes  are 
much  warmer  than  those  which  fit  tightly,  and  it  should  be  porous. 

His  food  should  be  plain,  with  at  least  a pint  of  milk  daily  ; and 

T?p  In  WKt(T’  Cod  llveF  011  and  malt  extract  in  addition  is  desirable. 
He  should  sleep  m a bedroom  with  the  windows  open,  live  out  of 

wS?a„Teh„SSble' and  in  the  ™ get  Sl  = 


Uncleanliness. — Body — Boys,  22  (2.03  per  cent.). 

. . Girls,  14  (1.50  per  cent.), 

ermin  Hair  Boys,  14  (1.28  per  cent.). 

Girls,  182  (19.5  per  cent.). 


shJwLnrH^ber-°f -Undean  chlldren  found  at  medical  inspection 

mav  tn  SI  'nC1rease  on  that  of  1932-  The  warm  dry  summer 

theyresDon^bhh,ent’c;be  resP°,nslble  for  thls>  b»t  parents  must  share 
tne  responsibility.  Science  has  now  proved  beyond  doubt  that 
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uncleanhness  iS  one  of  the  predisposing  causes  of  disease.  The 
child  with  vermin  m the  hair  suffers  from  constant  irritation  of  the 
scalp,  which  m itself  wearies  the  child.  In  addition,  this  rritation 
may  cause  sores  of  the  scalp  which  in  their  turn  cause  the  glands 
of  the  neck  to  become  enlarged.  These  enlarged  glands  may  then 
become  infected  and  suppurate  so  that  the  health  of  the  verminous 
child  is  always  below  par. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  medical  inspections,  periodical  visits 
are  paid  to  the  schools  by  the  school  nurses,  who  examine  all  the 
children  in  regard  to  cleanliness.  Records  are  kept  of  these 
inspections  by  the  school  nurses.  Where  verminous  conditions  are 
found,  the  parents  are  notified  and  they  are  instructed  in  regard  to 
the  measures  that  should  be  adopted  to  free  the  hair  from  vermin. 


Nutrition. — 1933. 

Good — 1535 — 76.3  per  cent. 
Fair — 410 — 20.3  per  cent. 
Bad — 68 — 3.4  per  cent. 


. 1932. 
88  per  cent. 
9.8  per  cent. 
2.2  per  cent. 


1931. 
90.5  per  cent 
8.1  per  cent. 
1.4  per  cent. 


Although  the  number  of  children  suffering  from  “ bad  ” nutrition 
is  not  high,  the  above  table  shows  plainly  that  there  has  been  a 
definite  deterioration  in  nutrition  since  1931.  This  is  most  marked 
in  the  children  of  the  “ fair  ” group.  That  this  increase  in  malnutri- 
tion is  due  to  some  extent  to  prolonged  unemployment  there  can 
be  no  doubt. 


The  scheme  is  now  almost  complete,  for  supplying  necessitous 
children  with  cow’s  milk,  is  therefore  a very  welcome  one  and 
should  prove  a check  to  the  gradual  increase  in  under  nourishment. 

Several  investigations  which  have  been  carried  out  recently 
amongst  school  children  have  re-inforced  our  knowledge  of  the 
value  of  milk  as  an  additional  article  of  diet.  It  has  been  found 
that  the  addition  of  milk  to  the  diet  of  children  has  a striking  effect 
in  improving  physique  and  increasing  mental  alertness.  It  has 
also  been  found  that  apart  from  its  own  food  value,  milk  enables  the 
other  constituents  of  the  diet  to  be  fully  utilised  in  promoting 
growth.  All  the  evidence  goes  to  show  that  an  extra  ration  of  milk 
is  of  greater  value  in  causing  an  improvement  in  health  than  any 
other  single  food. 

These  experiments  find  corroboration  in  our  own  schools  where 
the  children  of  the  infant  departments  are,  undoubtedly,  the  best 
nourished.  Many  of  these  children  obtain  milk  in  school  and  in 
addition  get  milk  at  home.  It  is  the  older  child  who  suffers  from 
a lack  of  milk  and  not  always  because  of  straitened  circumstances. 

While  the  increase  in  malnutrition  may  be  caused  by  prevalent 
economic  conditions,  it  would  be  a mistake  to  consider  poverty  the 
only  cause  of  mal-nourishment.  Many  children  suffering  from  mal- 
nutrition do  not  come  from  families  where  poverty  is  an  important 
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factor.  Improperly  selected  food,  bad  cooking,  irregular  meals,  eating 
between  meals  and  pampering  are  all  potent  causes  of  malnutrition 
and  must  share  with  poverty  the  responsibility  of  the  increased 
malnourishment . 

Posture. — Postural  defects  are  still  a commonplace  of  the  medical 
inspection.  In  the  infant  departments,  posture  is  generally  good 
but  there  is  a gradual  deterioration  until  the  Central  School  is 
reached,  when  bad  posture  is  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception. 
This  applies  especially  to  girls  who  are  more  liable  to  assume 
injurious  postures  than  boys  and  in  whom  the  results  are  much  more 
serious. 

That  bad  posture  is  not  peculiar  to  the  school  children  of  Llanelly 
has  been  shown  by  an  Enquiry  held  by  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Board  of  Education  during  1931-1932,  when  it  was  found  that 
75  per  cent,  of  the  children  observed  in  this  Enquiry  showed  a 
deviation  from  standard  posture  and  that  only  11.4  per  cent,  were 
passed  as  having  good  posture. 

Lack  of  sleep,  overcrowding,  insufficient  and  unsuitable  feeding 
and  the  absence  of  adequate  physical  exercise  were  mentioned 
amongst  other  causes  for  this  high  rate  of  postural  defect. 

Exercise  is  necessary  at  all  periods  of  life,  but  especially  so  during 
childhood  and  early  manhood  and  womanhood.  It  is  tne  duty  of 
parents  to  see  that  their  children  take  part  in  school  games  and 
spend  as  much  time  as  possible  in  the  open  air. 

The  gymnastic  equipment  which  has  been  instituted  in  the  Central 
Schools  will  supply  a long-felt  want  and  should  prove  very  useful  in 
winter  and  on  wet  days. 

The  evening  classes  for  teachers,  which  were  continued  during  the 
winter  months,  are  also  proving  beneficial,  especially  to  recently 
appointed  teachers,  who  get  an  opportunity  of  practising  the  games 
and  exercises  suitable  for  their  pupils. 

Skin  Diseases. — 57  cases,  2.83  per  cent. 

Eye  Diseases.— Blepharitis  : 45  children — 2.23  per  cent.  (22  boys, 
23  girls). 

Squint  : 28  children — 1.39  per  cent. 

Corneal  Opacities — 1 child. 
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Defective  Vision. — The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the 
examination  of  1,313  children  : — 


Defective  Vision. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per  cent 

(1)  Both  eves  normal 

669 

515 

1 184 

90.2 

(2)  One  eye  normal,  one  eye  slightly  defective 

6 

19 

25 

1.9 

(3)  One  eye  normal,  one  eye  very  defective  .... 

36 

17 

53 

.4.0 

(4)  Both  eyes  slightly  defective 

4 

14 

18 

1.4 

(5)  One  eye  slightly  defective,  one  eye  very 
defective 

4 ’ 

4 

8 

.6 

(6)  Both  eyes  very  defective 

11 

14 

25 

1.9 

Totals  

730 

583 

1313 

100.0 

1 and  2 are  classed  as  “ good  ” vision — 92.1  per  cent.  ; 3 and  4 
as  “ fair  ” vision — 5.4  per  cent  ; and  5 and  6 as  “ bad  ” vision — 
2.5  per  cent. 

Defective  Hearing. — 14  children— 0.6  per  cent.  (9  boys,  5 girls) 
had  markedly  defective  hearing,  the  whispering  test  being  used ; 
31  children  had  ear  disease,  21  of  these  had  disease  of  the  internal 
ear. 

Nose  and  Throat. — Enlarged  tonsils  of  moderate  degree,  369 

children — 18.3  per  cent.  (202  boys,  167 
girls). 

Enlarged  tonsils  of  marked  degree,  201 
children — 9.9  per  cent.  (94  boys,  107  girls). 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  present  together,  10 
children — 0.4  per  cent.  (7  boys,  3 girls). 

Defective  Speech. — 19  children,  0.9  per  cent. 

Heart  and  Circulation. — 

Organic  disease  of  heart — 6 children — 0.3  per  cent. 

Functional  disorders  of  heart— 72  children— 3.5  per  cent. 

Anaemia — 323  children— 16.0  per  cent. 

An  extreme  degree  of  anaemia  is  exceedingly  rare  amongst  school 
children,  but  a moderate  degree  is  still  all  too  common.  Many 
factors  combine  to  produce  this  bloodlessness,  the  commonest  being 
lack  of  milk,  insufficient  fresh  air,  and  an  inadequate  amount  of 
sleep.  When  the  scheme  for  supplying  milk  in  schools  is  in  operation, 
one  will  expect  to  see  anaemia  decrease  concurrently  with  mal- 
nutrition. 
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Rickets. — 29  children — 22  boys  and  7 girls — showed  some  signs  of 
deformity  resulting  from  this  disease. 

Special  Examinations. — The  chief  conditions  discovered  were  : — 
Skin  diseases,  39  ; eye  diseases,  21  ; defective  vision  and  squint,  76  ; 
organic  heart  disease,  11  ; anaemia,  317  ; pulmonary  tuberculosis,  1 ; 
chorea,  17. 


Vaccination. 


Vaccination. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per  cent. 

Vaccinated 

739 

644 

1383 

69.00 

Not  Vaccinated 

342 

288 

630 

31.00 

Previous  History  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Measles. 

Whooping 

Chicken 

Scarlet 

Diphtheria 

Cough 

Pox. 

Fever. 

No. 

°/o 

No. 

°/0 

No. 

%> 

No. 

°/o 

No. 

°/o 

Boys 

720 

66.6 

446 

41.2 

363 

33.5 

42 

3.8 

45 

4.1 

Girls 

5S1 

62.2 

430 

46.1 

315 

33.7 

30 

3.2 

40 

4.2 

Total 

1301 

64.6 

876 

43.5 

678 

33.1 

72 

3.5 

85 

4.2 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 

School  Clinic. — The  average  daily  attendance  was  50.  The 
attendance  ranged  between  30  and  60  on  the  days  when  the  schools 
were  open.  During  all  holidays  the  clinic  is  open  for  treatment. 

When  the  condition  of  a child  is  such  that  general  treatment  is 
indicated,  remedies  such  as  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt  Extract  0r 
Maltoline  are  provided.  In  necessitous  cases  no  charge  is  made 
but  the  free  issue  of  these  preparations  is  comparatively  infrequent. 

The  following  Table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  School 
Clinic  : — 
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Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 


Condition. 

No.  of  cases  under 
treatment  on 
1st  Tanuary,  1933 

Total  No.  of  Cases. 

Total 

Attendances. 

Average 
Attendances 
per  Child. 

Cured . 

Improved . 

Not  Improved. 

Under  Treatment 
at  end  of  year. 

Remarks. 

Ringworm  : Head 

5 

61 

12.2 

5 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Body 

10 

119 

11.9 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies 

4 

68 

17.0 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Impetigo 

1 

150 

1472 

9.8 

149 

1 

— 

1 

Minor  Injuries 

439 

2745 

6.2 

439 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Sores 

543 

4707 

8.6 

543 

— 

— 

— 

•- 

Vermin : Head 

25 

276 

11.0 

25 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Skin  Diseases  

19 

218 

11.4 

19 

- 

--- 

— 

Ear  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eye  Disease 

17 

126 

7.4 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

3 

23 

7.6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1215 

9815 

8.0 

1214 

1 

-- 

1 

— 

Defective  Vision. — Children  are  examined  at  the  Eye  Clinic  after 
being  referred  to  the  Eye  Specialist  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 


To  be 
Examined 
by  Eye 
Specialist. 

Examined 
by  Eye 
Specialist. 

Spectacles  prescribed 
and  obtained. 

Spectacles 
proscribed 
but  not 
yet 

obtained 

Other 

treatment 

than 

Spectacles. 

Awaiting 

Examina- 

tion. 

At  cost  of 
E.C. 

At  cost  of 
Parent. 

151 

151 

9 

82 

20 

29* 

— 

* In  1 1 cases  no  treatment  was  advised. 


Dull  or  Backward  Children. — The  following  report  has  been 
prepared  by  Dr.  Allen,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  : — 


71 


There  are  four  special  classes  in  the  borough,  two  classes  for  boys 
and  two  for  girls.  The  classes  for  boys  are  in  Old  Road  and  Lakefie  d 
Boys’  Schools,  those  for  the  girls  in  Market  street  and  Lakefie  d 
Girls’  Schools.  The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  children 


examined  during  1933  : — 

Transferred  from  special  to  ordinary  class 
Consent  to  transfer  not  obtained 
Retained  in  ordinary  class 


Number  of  children  in  special  classes  at  end  of  1933 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Transferred  from  ordinary  to  special  class 

8 

12 

Retained  in  special  classes 

22 

24 

' 

30 

36 

Boys.  Girls. 

7 7 

4 1 

9 1 

20  9 


Altogether  95  examinations  were  made,  50  boys  and  45  girls, 
during  the  year.  These  classes  continue  to  justify  their  existence 
by  the  progress  made  by  the  children.  As  might  be  expected  in  a 
class  composed  of  children  differing  widely  in  age,  intelligence  and 
backwardness,  improvement  varies  markedly  both  in  form  and 
degree. 

The  child  of  normal  intelligence,  who  is  merely  retarded  because 
of  absence  from  school  through  illness,  improves  very  rapidly  and 
soon  reaches  the  educational  standard  for  his  age.  The  progress 
made  by  the  child  who  is  not  retarded  only,  but  is  to  some  extent 
“ dull  ” as  well,  is  more  gradual,  but  this  is  the  type  of  child  who,  in 
an  ordinary  class  becomes  dispirited,  ceases  to  make  any  attempt  to 
learn  and  is  left  behind  by  his  brighter  fellows.  The  child  who  is 
on  the  border  of  feeblemindedness  may  only  progress  very  slightly 
educationally.  The  improvement  noted  here  is  social  rather  than 
educational. 

Any  child  whose  intelligence  is  below  the  normal  and  who  requires 
the  individual  teaching  which  is  a feature  of  the  special  class,  should 
. enter  the  class  at  the  earliest  possible  age.  To  keep  such  a child  in 
an  ordinary  class  until  he  has  reached  the  age  of  ten  or  eleven  years 
and  then  to  submit  him  for  mental  tests  with  a view  to  placing  him 
in  a special  class  is  practically  useless,  but  it  is  a common  occurrence. 

Subnormal  intelligence  can  be  detected  very  early  in  life,  and  the 
sooner  a child  of  this  type  is  allowed  to  benefit  by  the  individual 
attention  and  instruction  he  receives  in  the  special  class,  the  greater 
will  be  his  rate  of  progress.  This  applies  also  to  the  child  of  normal 
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intelligence,  but  who  is  retarded  because  of  absence  due  to  illness  or 
other  reason.  On  his  return  to  school  he  should  enter  the  special 
class,  where  a few  months  of  individual  teaching  would  enable  him 
to  make  up  for  lost  time.  If,  on  his  return  to  school,  he  enters  his 
ordinary  class,  he  finds  himself  unable  to  cope  with  the  work, 
becomes  disheartened  and  finally  gives  up  the  attempt. 

1 he  satisfactory  progress  of  these  children  is  due  to  the  patient 
and  untiring  efforts  of  the  teachers  concerned.  Their  work  is  often 
trying.  Once  again,  therefore,  I should  like  to  record  my  apprecia- 
tion of  the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  perform  their  duties. 

Notification  of  Feeble  Minded  and  Other  Children.— No  cases 
were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority,  the  County  Council,  under  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Regulations,  1928,  during  the  year. 

Dental  Treatment. — The  School  Dentist  submits  the  following 
table,  showing  the  number  of  children  dealt  with  and  the  nature  of 
the  work  done  for  the  routine  age  groups.  In  1932,  it  will  be 
remembered  that  age  5 was  left  out  of  the  scheme  and  this  has  since 
proved  to  be  quite  a wise  plan.  This  year  (1933)  again  the  same 
thing  has  been  done.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  note  that  the  number 
requiring  treatment  has  dropped  from  82.6  per  cent,  to  79.0  per  cent. 
This  may,  to  some  extent,  be  the  result  of  the  decision  not  to  leave 
out  ages  9 and  1 1 from  the  routine  inspections.  While  on  this  point 
of  number  requiring  treatment,  it  would  be  well  to  remember  that 
this  figure  was  nearly  96  per  cent,  in  the  year  1924,  when  the  dental 
scheme  for  school  children  was  started  in  the  town. 

The  general  remarks  made  in  last  year’s  report,  unfortunately,  have 
to  be  made  this  year  again.  Reference  should  be  made  in  the  first 
place  to  “ Specials.”  These  continue  to  hamper  the  work,  the 
number  dealt  with  during  the  year  being  324.  Reference  should 
also  be  made  to  the  non-completion  of  treatment.  This  is  a great 
pity  because  savable  teeth  become  unsavable  and  are  eventually 
extracted. 
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Age. 

No.  In- 
spected. 

No.  found 
to  require 
treatment. 

Number 

treated. 

Teeth 

Filled. 

Teeth 

Ex- 

tracted. 

Percentag 
of  Teeth 
filled  to 
Teeth 
extracted. 

6 

419 

367—87.5% 

252—68.6% 

121 

779 

15.5% 

7 

452 

386—86.7% 

284—73.5% 

141 

912 

15.4% 

8 

494 

406—82.2% 

305—75.1% 

265 

904 

29.3% 

9 

471 

375—79.6% 

329—87.7% 

241 

632 

38.1% 

10 

492 

359-72.9% 

281—78.2% 

185 

583 

31.9% 

11 

543 

421—77.5% 

336—79.8% 

187 

217 

86.1% 

12 

403 

274—67.9% 

219—79.9% 

149 

216 

68.9% 

All  ages 

3274 

2588—79.0% 

2006-77.5% 

1289 

4243 

30.4% 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. — Children  requiring  Hospital  treatment 
are  sent  to  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff.  In  1933,  4 
children  were  admitted  into  this  Hospital.  The  total  cost,  including 
the  provision  of  apparatus,  boots,  &c.,  was  £62  12s.  lid.  From 
January  1st,  1933,  the  maintenance  charge  per  child  has  been 
£1  15s.  Od.  per  week,  but  since  February,  1934,  the  weekly  charge 
has  been  further  reduced  to  £1  12s.  6d.  The  Country  Branch  of 
the  Hospital  provides  educational  facilities  with  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Education. 

In  November,  1933,  the  orthopaedic  scheme  of  the  Carmarthen- 
shire Education  Committee  (referred  to  in  my  Annual  Report  for 
1932,  page  22)  came  into  operation.  Approval  of  the  scheme  was 
received  from  the  Board  of  Education.  Provision  is  made  for  the 
after-care  and  supervision  of  children  of  other  Authorities  at  a flat 
rate  of  £2  10s.  Od.  per  child  per  annum.  Both  the  Llanelly  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  and  the  Education  Committee  decided 
to  co-operate  in  this  scheme.  The  annual  charge  per  child  provides 
for  the  following 

(i.)  Visiting  Surgeon’s  fees. 

(ii.)  Salary  and  expenses  of  Orthopaedic  Sister. 

(iii.)  Treatment  which  can  be  undertaken  at  the  Clinics. 

(iv.)  Plasters  and  dressings. 

(v.)  Home  visits  by  the  Sister  to  those  cases  unable  to  attend 
a Clinic  by  reason  of  severe  defect. 
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but  does  not  provide  for  : — 

(i.)  Hospital  inpatient  fees  and  expenses. 

(ii.)  Appliances,  plasters,  etc.,  required  while  a case  is  at 
Hospital. 

(iii.)  X-ray  fees. 

(iv.)  Travelling  expenses  of  children  or  parents  to  and  from 
Clinics  or  Hospital. 

(v.)  Surgical  boots  and  appliances,  and  alterations  to  boots, 
(vi.)  Medicinal  treatment. 

The  scheme  provides  for  six  visits  per  annum  by  the  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon,  Mr.  A.  O.  Parker,  to  the  three  principal  centres  at  Llanelly, 
Ammanford  and  Carmarthen.  A nurse,  specially  trained  in 
orthopaedic  work,  was  appointed  to  pay  regular  visits  to  the 
principal  and  subsidiary  centres  ip.  the  County,  and  to  the  homes  of 
children  unable  to  attend  at  the  Centres,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  after-care  treatment.  Under  the  present  arrangements  she 
attends  at  the  Llanelly  Centre  on  Thursdays  and  Fridays.  At  this 
Centre  are  seen  children  living  not  only  in  the  Borough,  but  also  in 
adjoining  districts.  The  work  at  the  Llanelly  Centre  was  begun  on 
9th  November,  1933,  and  has  gone  on  very  satisfactorily.  The 
attendance  of  parents  with  their  children  has  been  excellent. 

The  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  paid  his  first  regular  visit  to  the  Centre 
on  December  1st,  1933,  when  he  saw  62  children.  He  expressed 
himself  as  very  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  made  for  the 
examination  of  the  children. 

A record  of  each  child  is  kept  on  a special  card,  showing  the  treat- 
ment given,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  as  to  any 
change  in  treatment,  the  number  of  attendances,  etc. 

The  Table  on  page  75  gives  short  particulars  of  each  child  who 
received  orthopaedic  treatment  in  1933. 

The  orthopaedic  scheme  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  County 
Education  Committee  was  due  to  come  up  for  reconsideration  in 
1934,  but  as  it  only  began  in  November,  1933,  its  further  considera- 
tion will  be  deferred  until  the  results  of  the  first  year’s  working  are 
available. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 


io 
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Treatment  of  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids.— The  treatment 
of  these  conditions  received  the  consideration  of  the  Education 
Committee,  and  eventually  a scheme  was  prepared  and  submitted 
to  the  Board  of  Education  for  their  approval  and  sanction.  This 
was  obtained  just  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  scheme  provides 
for  the  selection  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  of  cases  requiring 
operative  treatment  who  will  be  referred  for  the  necessary  treat- 
ment to  the  Specialist  Surgeon,  Dr.  Thomas  Williams,  F.R.C.S, 
(Edin.).  Payment  will  be  made  according  to  the  following  scale  :• — 

For  a session  of  4 to  6 cases  £ 5 5 0 

For  a session  of  1 to  3 cases  £111  6 per  case. 

These  charges  include  the  anaesthetist’s  fees. 

Minor  operations  will  be  charged  for  at  the  rate  of  10/6  per  case 
if  no  anaesthetic  is  required.  If  an  anaesthetic  is  necessary  the 
charge  will  be  £1  11s.  6d.,  including  the  anaesthetist’s  fee. 

A further  payment  of  10/-  per  night  per  case  will  be  made  for 
stay  overnight  at  the  General  Hospital  or  Goring  Road  Nursing 
Home. 

Enquiries  will  be  made  in  connection  with  each  case  as  to  the 
ability  of  the  parents  to  pay  the  whole  or  part  of  the  expenses 
incurred. 


PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

In  his  Report  for  the  year  1933,  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  the  Organiser 
of  Physical  Training,  remarks  that  : — 

“ The  general  attitude  towards  physical  training  continues  to 
improve.  Ten  years  ago  parents  were  continually  asking  that 
their  children  should  be  excused  from  physical  exercises,  games  and 
folk  dancing,  but  to-day  a marked  enthusiasm  for  such  training  is 
apparent.  Parents  now  realise  that  regular  training  in  such 
activities  help  to  foster  normal  growth,  development,  good  health 
and  happiness  in  their  children.  Deprived  of  such  activities,  the 
child  becomes  morbid,  selfish,  under  developed,  and  its  power  of 
resistance  to  disease  is  considerably  lowered. 

During  the  summer,  physical  training  lessons  are  given  with 
regularity  and  enthusiasm.  In  winter  the  child  spends  most  of  his 
hours  of  daylight  at  school  with  little  opportunity  for  active 
recreation,  except  in  the  streets,  after  school  hours.  Unfortunately, 
when  such  training  is  needed  most,  the  possibility  of  providing  a 
daily  lesson  is  very  remote  owing  to  the  lack  of  suitable  indoor 
accommodation.  The  removal  of  heavy  desks  and  the  disturbance 
caused  to  other  classes  are  great  obstacles  to  a successful  physical 
training  lesson  in  the  classroom. 
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Owing  to  the  increased  number  of  subjects  recently  included  in 
the  Time-Table,  there  is  an  idea  prevailing  in  some  quarters  that 
the  time  devoted  to  each  subject,  and  especially  physical  training, 
should  be  rigidly  curtailed.  A more  liberal  curriculum  makes 
greater  demands  on  the  child’s  vitality,  and  so  good  health  and 
normal  functioning  of  the  vital  organs  become  more  important  if 
the  child  is  to  grow  and  develop  along  normal  lines.  Any  curtail- 
ment of  physical  training  will  tend  to  lower  the  child  s vitality  and 
retard  its  development,  physically  and  mentally. 

The  most  significant  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  issue  of  a new 
Syllabus  of  Physical  Training. 

Some  of  the  most  important  improvements  in  the  new  Syllabus 
are  : — 

1 . The  inclusion  of  lessons  and  tables  for  children  ranging  from 

four  to  eleven  years. 

2.  The  replacement  of  static  positions  by  dynamic  movements. 

3.  The  inclusion  of  more  agility  exercises,  which  ensure  greater 

physical  activity. 

4.  A rhythmic  swing  given  to  many  exercises. 

5.  The  inclusion  of  a comprehensive  scheme  of  games  training. 

6.  The  omission  of  breathing  exercises. 

7.  The  amplification  of  special  sections  dealing  with  posture, 

games,  athletics,  swimming  dancing,  and  clothing. 

The  new  Syllabus  recommends  and  urges  a daily  period  of  exercise 
for  all  classes.  This  suggestion  has  been  favourably  considered  by 
the  majority  of  head  teachers. 

During  the  year,  five  classes  for  teachers  have  been  held  : — 

a.  Two  evening  classes,  one  for  men  and  one  for  women  teachers. 

b.  Two  afternoon  classes,  one  for  teachers  of  junior  forms,  and 

one  for  teachers  of  senior  forms. 

c.  An  evening  class  in  folk  dancing  for  men  and  women  teachers. 

These  classes  were  attended  by  both  Town  and  County  teachers. 
The  evening  classes  were  often  overcrowded,  as  seventy  teachers 
were  often  present. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  record  the  willingness  and  co-operation  received 
from  the  teachers  in  connection  with  these  classes.  The  enthusiasm 
and  keenness  displayed  was  reflected  in  the  improved  standard  of 
work  shown  by  the  children. 

Suitable  clothing  and  footwear  play  an  important  part  in  a 
teacher’s  efforts  to  raise  the  standard  of  physical  training  in  his  class. 
Girls  are  more  suitably  clothed  than  boys,  and  we  still  see  the  latter 
hampered  by  heavy  boots,  thick  coats  and  unnecessary  caps.  The 
wearing  of  suitable  clothing  during  exercise  should  be  emphasised 
in  the  lessons  on  hygiene. 
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During  the  summer  months,  a Display  of  Physical  Training, 
Games  and  Folk  Dances  was  organised  by  the  town  teachers.  In 
addition  to  about  4,000  school  children,  a number  of  unemployed 
boys  also  took  part,  whilst  8,000  parents  enjoyed  themselves  as 
spectators.  As  the  result  of  this  effort,  the  teachers  were  able  to 
hand  over  the  sum  of  nearly  £130  to  the  Committee  of  Social  Service 
on  behalf  of  the  local  unemployed.  The  number  of  individual 
schools  to  organise  their  own  Sports  is  increasing.  These  are  well 
well  organised,  the  “ Team  ” or  “ House  ” being  the  basis  of  com- 
petition. 

The  necessity  of  a progressive  scheme  of  games  for  each  class  lias 
been  consistently  advocated  for  both  playground  and  park.  Unfor- 
tunately, in  company  with  all  other  physical  activities,  the  games 
taught  have  to  be  modified  and  adapted  to  suit  prevailing  conditions. 
The  majority  of  the  playgrounds  are  well  marked,  and  many  of  the 
minor  games  are  well  organised.  One  frequently  sees  such  games 
as  Dodge  Ball,  Target  Ball,  Danish  and  Passing  Rounders,  intelli- 
gently played  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  children.  In  the 
senior  schools,  the  standard  of  play  in  such  games  as  Football, 
Rounders,  Netball  and  Hockey  is  also  improving.  This  has  been 
achieved  by  the  teachers  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties  and 
disappointments  with  regard  to  suitable  playing  pitches  and 
permanent  apparatus.” 

Further  progress,  in  the  Organiser’s  view,  is  to  be  achieved  by 
paying  due  regard  to  the  following  considerations  : — 

(1)  Improvement  of  the  accommodation  for  physical  training 

so  that  the  lessons  may  be  taught  daily  under  more  hygienic 
conditions. 

(2)  The  provision  for  each  group  of  scholars  of  properly  arranged 

playing  pitches,  available  at  all  times,  and  reserved  solely 
for  school-children. 

(3)  Provision  of  facilities  whereby  the  teachers  who  are 

responsible  for  physical  training  may  attend  classes 
periodically. 

(4)  Provision  by  the  Corporation  of  a swimming  bath,  so  that 

the  children  may  be  taught  to  swim  at  an  age  when  skill 
is  more  easily  acquired. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. — 

Number  of  swabs  examined  for  diphtheria  285 

Diphtheria  bacilli  present  in  13  cases. 

The  numbers  in  this  statement  are  included  in  those  given  on 
page  7. 

School  Camp. — The  Camp  at  Pendine  was  again  used  in  the  months 
of  May,  June,  July  and  September  by  children  sent  by  other  Local 
Education  Authorities  in  South  Wales.  The  total  number  of  these 
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children  was  1,452.  The  total  net  cost  to  the  nine  participating 
Authorities  was  £1,922  9s.  Od.,  the  cost  per  child  (2  weeks)  being 
£1  6s.  5fd.  But  for  the  new  work  that  was  necessary,  and  for  which 
The  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  obtained,  the  cost  per 
child  would  have  been  19/7.  On  this  latter  basis  the  cost  per  child 
in  1932  was  £1  Is.  llfd. 

The  new  work  referred  to  above  was  the  construction  of  a storage 
hut  for  straw,  new  ablution  shed,  the  conversion  of  the  latrines  from 
the  pit  system  into  earth  closets,  disinfection  of  huts,  the  provision 
of  new  metal  bedsteads,  and  a filter  with  automatic  tipper  to  deal 
with  waste  water  from  the  ablution  shed. 

It  became  necessary  to  discontinue  the  latrine  pits  as  they  were 
frequently  flooded  during  rainy  weather.  About  a quarter  of  an 
acre  of  land — part  of  an  adjoining  field — was  leased  and  the  contents 
of  the  closet  pails  were  buried  in  shallow  trenches.  An  examination 
of  the  ground  after  the  Camp  closed  at  the  end  of  September  shewed 
that  the  contents  of  the  first  trench  had  been  completely  destroyed, 
fine  mould  only  being  found.  The  new  system  had  realised  the 
expectations  that  had  been  anticipated.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
warm  weather  prevailed  during  the  whole  of  the  time  the  Camp  was 
occupied,  no  evidence  of  any  nuisance  was  discovered. 

The  new  filter  for  soapy  water  from  the  ablution  shed  was  entirely 
successful,  the  surface  sand  being  renewed  as  often  as  became 
necessary.  The  effluent  from  the  filter  was  quite  clear  and  free 
from  colour  and  smell. 

The  weather  of  the  summer  of  1933  was  exceptionally  fine  and 
every  advantage  was  taken  for  bathing  and  games  of  all  kinds. 
Few  cases  of  illness  occurred  and  the  children  benefited  markedly 
from  their  stay  at  Pendine.  Camp  concerts,  frequently  organised 
by  the  Camp  Director,  Mr.  F.  S.  Rees,  were  a feature  of  the  Camp 
and  were  highly  appreciated  by  children  and  staff  alike. 

The  visits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mollison  to  the  Camp  before 
their  flight  to  America  were  an  especial  source  of  delight  to 
the  children.  Mrs.  Mollison’s  talk  to  the  children  on  the 
subject  of  her  previous  flights  was  an  unlooked-for  pleasure  and  one 
highly  appreciated  by  all  at  the  Camp. 

The  Camp  was  occupied  in  August  by  children  from  Llanelly. 
Dr.  Allen,  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  was  in  charge  during 
the  first  fortnight.  The  total  number  of  children  who  occupied  the 
Camp  was  264,  equally  divided  between  girls  and  boys.  As  the 
weather  was  consistently  good  during  the  month,  the  children 
benefited  very  greatly. 

The  success  of  the  Camp  can  be  attributed  in  the  main  to  the  whole- 
hearted support  of  the  voluntary  staff. 

Medical  Examination  of  Teachers. — Twelve  teachers  were 
medically  examined  on  appointment  to  schools,  and  were  found  fit 
for  duty. 
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SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1932,  pages  73  to  76,  is  set  out  the  work 
completed  in  the  schools  during  that  year.  During  the  past  year 
the  programme  of  intended  work  was  completed  and,  in  addition, 
certain  work  involving  new  construction  was  undertaken.  The 
work  proposed  to  be  done  during  the  present  year  (1934)  is  entirely 
concerned  with  the  maintenance  of  schools.  The  numerous  defects 
which  at  one  time  were  present  in  the  schools  have  been  dealt  with, 
e.g.,  provision  of  up-to-date  wash-basins,  sanitary  conveniences,  im- 
provement of  lighting  and  ventilation,  etc. 

TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 

A.— RO'UTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups: 


Entrants 

...  691 

Second  Age  Group 

...  626 

Third  Age  Group 

...  556 

Total 

...  1,873 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections... 

...  140 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

...  1,425 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 

...  366 

Total 

...  1,791 
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TABLE  II. 

A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1933. 

I Routine 


inspections. 


No.  of  Defects. 


Sped  a. 
Inspections. 


No.  of  Defects. 


Defect  or  Disease 


w>-y 
a c 

■r  a> 
£ 

3 -H 
cr  d 
o <u 


Malnutrition 


Skin 


Ringworm  : Scalp 
Body 

Scabies 

Impetigo 

Other  diseases  (Non-tuber- 
culous) 


Eye 


(excluding 


Ear 


Nose 

and 

Throat 


'Blepharitis 
Conjunctivitis 
Keratitis 
Corneal  opacities 
Defective  vision 
squint) 

Squint 

„ Other  conditions 

Defective  hearing 

Otitis  media  

Other  ear  diseases 


'Chronic  tonsillitis  only 
Adenoids  only 
Chronic  tonsillitis  and 
adenoids 

V Other  conditions 


Enlarged  cervical  glands  (Non- 
tuberculous) 

Defective  speech 

TT  . c Heart  disease  : 

Heart  and  J Organic 

lrculation  1 Functional 

' Anaemia 


68 


3 

5 

1 

7 

41 

45 

3 

1 

104 

16 

10 


21 

10 

201 

3 

10 


e5  2 

;stl 

"L  u 
CT  c- 
o cn 

ai  jo 
^ o 


410 


25 

12 


14 


369 

1 

415 

19 


fco-y 

G C 

•G  <u 

.5  s 

cr  B 

O)  (D 

£ 


109 


4 

7 

27 

17 

4 


50 

8 

5 


14 

46 

200 

1 

13 

7 


go 

:s'i* 

a > 
cr  1-1 
B w 
X jo 
o 


252 


13 


249 


301 

6 
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TABLE  II. — Continued. 


Routine 

Inspections. 

Special 

Inspections. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring 

observation. 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring 

observation. 

Bronchitis 

76 

40 

Lungs 

Other  Non-tuberculous 

diseases 

3 

9 

Pulmonary  : 

Definite  

1 

Suspected 

9 

Tuber- 

Non- Pulmonary  : 

culosis  J 

Glands 

1 

9 

Spine 

Hip 

Other  bones  and  joints 

QL-;n 

1 

1 

.... 

Other  forms 

1 

Nervous  | Epilepsy 

4 

9 

System 

-1  Chorea 

1 

17 

(Other  conditions 

5 

2 

Defor- 

( Rickets 

29 

14 

mities 

• Spinal  curvature 

2 

1 

( Other  forms 

10 

35 

Other  detects  and  diseases 

22 

122 

B. — Number  of  individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  require  Treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases). 


Number  of  Children. 

Percentage 

of  children 

Group. 

Found  to 

found  to 

Inspected. 

require 

require 

treatment. 

treatment. 

Prescribed  Groups  : Entrants 

691 

86 

12.44 

Second  Age  Group 

626 

98 

15.65 

Third  Age  Group  

556 

95 

17.08 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups)  .... 

1873 

279 

14.19 

Other  Routine  Inspections  

140 

32 

22.85 
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TABLE  III.— Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


Children  suffering  from  Multiple 
Blindness,  not  Partial  Blindne 
Mental  Defect,  Epilepsy,  Activ 
in  penultimate  category  of  the 

Defects,  i.e.,  any  combination  of 
ss,  Deafness,  not  Partial  Deafness, 
e Tuberculosis,  Crippling  (as  defined 
Table),  or  Heart  Disease 

1* 

Blind 

Children 

Suitable  for  train- 
ing in  a School  for 
blind  children. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 
Total  

Partially 
Blind  ' 
Children. 

Suitable  for  train- 
ing in  a School  for 
the  partially  blind. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind 
At  Certified  Schools  for  the  partially 
Blind 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

Total  

1 

1 

Deaf 

Children 

Suitable  for  train- 
ing in  a School  for 
the  deaf. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 
Total 

Partially 

Deaf 

Children. 

Suitable  for  training 
in  a School  for  the 
partially  deaf. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf 
At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Partially 
Deaf 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 
Total 

Mentally 

Defective 

Children. 

Feebleminded. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally 
Defective  Children 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 
Total 

19 

19 

Epileptic 

Children. 

Suffering  from  severe 
epilepsy. 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 
Total  

3 

3 

* Active  N on-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  Crippling. 
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TABLE  III. — Continued. 


PHYSICALLY 

DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

Pulmonary  tubercu- 

fc 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

losis  (including 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

8 

pleura  and  intra- 

At  other  Institutions 

1 

thoracic  glands). 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

A. — Tubercu- 
lous Children 

Total  

10 

N on-pulmonary 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 

tuberculosis. 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

12 

At  other  Institutions 

1 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

Total  

14 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

37 

B. — Delicate  Children 

At  other  Institutions 

..... 

At  no  Schools  or  Institution 

Total  



37 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

20 

C. — Crippled  Children 

At  other  Institutions 



At  no  School  or  Institution 

Total 

20 

At  Certified  Special  Schools 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

3 

D. — Heart  Disease 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 



Total  

3 

85 


TABLE  IY. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December, 

1933. 


GROUP  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for 
which  see  Group  YI.). 


Number  of  Defects  Treated, 
or  under  Treatment  during 
the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise 

Total. 

Skin  : — 

Ringworm — Scalp 
Ringworm — Body 
Scabies 
Impetigo 

Other  Skin  Disease 

5 (Nil) 
10 
4 

150 

19 

5 (Nil) 
10 
4 
150 
19 

Minor  Eye  Defects  (External  and  other, 
but  excluding  cases  falling  in 
Group  II.) 

17 

17 

Minor  Ear  Defects 
Miscellaneous 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  &c.) 

9S5 

985 

| 

Total 

1190 

1190 
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TABLE  IV. — Continued. 

GROUP  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments. — Group  I.). 


Number  of  Defect 

s dealt  with 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  prac- 
titioner or  at 
hospital  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

0'tH*r\i'r 

l uta  ] . 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
Squint)  

122 

122 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 
Eyes  (excluding  those  re- 
corded in  Group  I.) 

29 

29 

Total 

151 

151 

Total  number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  prescribed  : — 


(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  1 1 1 

(b)  Otherwise  

Total  immber  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received  Spectacles  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  9 

( b ) Otherwise  .....  82 


GROUP  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

1 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment. 

Total 

number 

Treated. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

By  private  prac- 
titioner or 
hospital  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Total. 

*21 

*21 

*21 

*16  Tonsils  only. 

1 Adenoids  only. 

4 Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 


21 
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Non- 

residential 
treatment 
at  an 
ortho- 
paedic 
clinic, 
(hi) 

Otherwise. 
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Residential 

treatment 

without 

education. 

(ii) 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education. 

(i) 

6 

£ 

CD 
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Non- 
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at  an 
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(hi) 
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without 
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P 
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treatment 

with 
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(i) 
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Number  of 
children 
treated  
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GROUP  V. — Dental  Defects. 

(l)  Number  of  Children  who  were  : 

(i)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  : 

Aged. 


5 

6 

419 

7 

452 

8 

494 

Routine  Age  Groups 

9 

471 

Total 

3274 

10 

492 

11 

543 

12 

403 

13 



14 

J 

Special 

324 

Grand  Total 

3598 

(ii)  Found  to  require  treatment 

2912 

(iii)  Actually  treated 

2330 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  | ^P^Uion 
w | Treatment 

35 

377 

j-  Total 

412 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

4200 

(4)  Fillings  j 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth  .... 

1071 

218 

j Total  

1289 

(5)  Extractions  

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth  .... 

762 
. 3481 

| Total  

4243 

(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

16 

(7)  Other  operations 

f Permanent  Teeth  . 
i Temporary  Teeth ... 

21 

114 

1 Total  

135 

(i) 

(ii) 

(hi) 

(iv) 

(v) 


GROUP  VI.— Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions 

Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 


year  by  the  School  Nurses 3.0 

Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools 

by  School  Nurses  10,152 

Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  238 


Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made 
by  the  Local  Education  Authority 

Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : 
(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921 


25 


